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Welcome to Golden Gate 
University School of Law
Dear Alumni and Friends,
For the last two years I have met individually with 
every first year student and I remain inspired by their 
paths to law school and their aspirations to use their 
legal education to build a better world. They seek 
to continue GGU Law’s 114-year history, rich with 
stories of community engagement, including being one 
of the first law schools to actively admit and support 
women students and students of color, and consistently 
advocating for LBGT rights. This year, we recognize our 
students, faculty, and alumni who are active leaders in our 
communities, using their legal expertise to affect positive 
legal and social change. 
By working with our students and our surrounding 
community, GGU Law has become a national leader in 
practical skills training, fostering a new generation of 
diverse, socially conscious lawyers and entrepreneurs. 
World-class clinics and intensive practical legal training 
programs, such as the Litigation Center, provide students 
with both the tools and the venues to engage in social 
advocacy. We continue to foster this kind of thoughtful 
involvement by grappling with challenges our justice 
system confronts through debating the criminal grand 
jury system, student projects addressing the needs of 
underserved communities, and raising awareness about 
the challenges faced by veterans. 
The work that we do would not be possible without 
you, our supportive alumni community and friends. Your 
ideas and your engagement with our students enhance 
our programs, our events, and the legal education that we 
provide. I deeply appreciate your support and I invite you 
to join us at our upcoming alumni events.
Warmly, 
Rachel Van Cleave, Dean
Engaged 
Community
Golden Gate University School of Law  |  2015
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Practical Skills
O
nce again, the National Jurist has 
awarded GGU Law top marks 
for its practical skills training. 
Improving from an A grade in 
2014, GGU Law earned an A+ this year for 
its role as a national leader in litigation skills, 
practical training, and experiential learning, 
including our 1st STEP program.
Diversity
G
GU Law’s diversity record 
continues to rise, earning an A- 
rating from the National Jurist 
in 2015. Each year, we strive to 
increase the diversity in our student body 
because we believe that training future 
lawyers with diverse backgrounds and 
experiences provides for a stronger, more 
inclusive justice system.
Niall David Photography
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#1 LLM in Taxation  
Program in California
G
GU Law’s LLM in Taxation program earns its third 
consecutive first place ranking amongst taxation programs 
in California (and 8th in the country) in 2015. For years, 
TaxTalent has been surveying the heads of corporate tax 
departments, asking them to name the nation’s best LLM in taxation 
program, and GGU Law has repeatedly been chief amongst all other 
programs on the West Coast. With over 40 years of experience, 
GGU Law continues to offer the best taxation training to practicing 
attorneys, earning consistent praise from the readers of The Recorder,  
a legal periodical for tech-focused legal professionals in Silicon Valley, 
San Francisco, and beyond.
Niall David Photography
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Study Law  
in the Heart of  
San Francisco
G
olden Gate University School of 
Law has the added attraction of its 
location in the heart of beautiful 
downtown San Francisco. Earning 
your post-law degree (SJD or LLM) from 
GGU Law is a valuable investment for those 
seeking to practice International Law, IP Law,  
Environmental Law, or improve their position 
in the job market. Our campus offers the 
advantage of being the most commuter friendly 
in the Bay Area. Begin fall, spring, or summer, 
and study either full time or part time.
Visit www.ggu.edu/law/academics or email 
gradlaw@ggu.edu with questions or to apply.
Niall David Photography
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Cynthia Chandler Recognized  
for Prisoner Advocacy
O
n October 8, 2015, at the 
California Women Lawyers’ 
(CWL) 41st Annual Dinner, 
Associate Dean Cynthia 
Chandler received the prestigious  
Fay Stender Award. The 
award was created in 1982 
in honor of Fay Stender, 
a Bay Area attorney 
who founded CWL, and 
dedicated her professional 
life to fighting for women’s 
and prisoner’s rights. Dean 
Chandler’s impressive 
nomination was supported 
by several prior Fay 
Stender Award winners, 
including Senator Hannah-
Beth Jackson and Drucilla 
Stender Ramey. 
Cynthia Chandler is 
an Adjunct Professor and 
the Interim Associate Dean 
for Law Career Development at GGU Law, 
where she continues to work on issues of 
women’s health, gendered violence, racial 
justice, human rights, and challenging 
imprisonment. With more than 30 years of 
experience in these areas, Cynthia continues 
to inspire the next generation of lawyers 
and students who gravitate toward public 
interest law.
“As a teen during the dual onset of  
the HIV-epidemic and the war on 
drugs,” says Cynthia, “I was aware of 
how entrenched systems of oppression 
heighten vulnerability to police abuse, 
criminalization, victimization, and 
premature death, particularly among 
impoverished women and girls of color. 
This awareness fueled my dedication to 
creating anti-violence strategies that do not 
rely on policing, and instead, are centered 
on community health, 
empowerment, and 
accountability.” It was 
Cynthia’s work in allyship 
with criminalized women 
that first brought her in 
contact with Fay Stender’s 
legacy of advocacy for 
imprisoned black activists. 
“It was Fay Stender’s 
courage and her principals 
that inspired my work 
thereafter,” says Cynthia.  
Cynthia went on 
to earn an MPhil in 
Criminology from the 
University of Cambridge 
and a JD from Harvard 
Law School. Upon graduation from 
Harvard, she launched Women’s Positive 
Legal Action Network, the first organization 
in the United States advocating on behalf 
of HIV-positive women in prison. “While 
working with these women I truly began to 
appreciate how many women were dying in 
prison each week from HIV,” says Cynthia. 
“I worked to develop a legal process 
allowing terminally ill people to be released 
from prison before their sentence had been 
fully served.” Her first cases provided the 
basis for today’s compassionate release laws 
for the terminally ill and incapacitated. 
Advancing Fay Stender’s vision of prison 
Photographer: Howard Watkins
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abolition, Cynthia went on to co-found 
and to lead several seminal anti-prison 
organizations, including Justice Now, a 
human rights organization dedicated to 
challenging the root causes of imprisonment 
and gendered violence. Always working 
collaboratively with people in prison, she 
designed Justice Now to ensure imprisoned 
people serve on its governing board. 
Cynthia maintains a legislative practice, 
regularly conceptualizing key legislation 
aimed at shrinking the prison system and 
its harms. Her advocacy includes leading 
Justice Now to expose and shape successful 
legislation to ameliorate California’s coercive 
sterilization of hundreds of women in prison 
over the last decade. 
Cynthia has received numerous other awards for her work empowering and representing 
people in California’s prisons. Among them, Cynthia was designated the 1997 Attorney to 
Whom California Can Be Most Grateful by California Law Business. She received the 2001 
Ford Foundation Leadership for a Changing World Award. In 2005, Cynthia was named by 
Women’s Health Activist Network a Top 30 Activist for Women’s Health. 
GGU Law congratulates Cynthia Chandler on her impressive accomplishments as an 
advocate, and as a lawyer. 
Photos this page, top: 
Kelly J. Robbins,  
Cynthia Chandler
Top Right:  
Kelly J. Robbins,  
Dean Rachel Van Cleave
 
Right:  
Cynthia Chandler,  
Amy Weaver
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Rallying Support for Veterans
Written by Kathleen Guthrie Woods
G
GU Law’s Veterans Legal Advocacy Center, through its work with community 
members, the Veterans Administration (VA), and organizations such as 
OneJustice, Swords to Plowshares, and the Bar Association of San Francisco 
(BASF), is a model of community engagement benefitting deserving veterans.  
“It’s a hub for everyone looking to support veterans,” says Dean Rachel Van Cleave. 
From that hub came the inspiration and impetus for two major events hosted by GGU 
Law on October 23, 2014. The Second Annual Veterans Law Conference raised awareness 
of issues that affect veterans and explored how the law school and law students could be of 
assistance. The Ronald M. George Distinguished Lecture Series, which followed, featured a 
conversation with Major General William (Bill) K. Suter (Ret.) about his military career and 
his years as the clerk of the U.S. Supreme Court.
“These events are important for the transference of wisdom between 
generations,” says Dan Devoy, professor and director of the Veterans 
Legal Advocacy Center at GGU Law. “They simultaneously ignite student 
interest in veteran legal matters, and engage and inform the San Francisco 
community into the sacrifices and legal needs of veterans.” Students, 
alumni, and other members of the legal community heard stories and 
opinions from legal legends and “were able to interact and learn from 
those who are shaping law and public policy, especially those matters 
pertaining to veterans’ rights. As more veterans return home from the 
current conflict, more legal services will be needed. GGU Law aims to 
contribute to these needs through the hosting of these annual events and 
through its Veterans Legal Advocacy Center,” he says.
This year’s conference celebrated the 70th anniversary of the G.I. Bill, and topics ranged 
from the history of the bill and the good it has done, to the still unmet needs of today’s 
veterans. In his keynote speech, Colonel (retired) William Gunn reviewed the country’s 
history of supporting veterans. In 1781, many Revolutionary War veterans returned home 
without pay. Things improved in 1865 when President Abraham Lincoln committed 
to supporting Civil War veterans and their families. The G.I. Bill, aka the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944, provided funds for tuition, low-interest business and home 
loans, and unemployment benefits. According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the bill enabled 7.8 million veterans to pay for education or training. One of those veterans 
was John Keker (pictured left), the conference’s other keynote speaker. Partner and 
cofounder at Keker & Van Nest in San Francisco, Keker was a Marine platoon leader  
in Vietnam, and the G.I. Bill made it possible for him to attend law school.
Today there are 19.6 million veterans in the U.S., and many of them are struggling to 
reenter society. In addition to suffering from trauma-related physical and mental health 
challenges, they may face educational, employment, and legal issues. Some are homeless; 
Compass Photographers
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some are struggling with addictions. In his 
address, Keker offered tips on counseling 
veterans. “They see themselves as warriors, 
self-controlled, independent, capable, in 
charge of themselves,” he said, and he 
encouraged attendees to respect those 
feelings while working to get vets the 
services they deserve.
Colonel John Haramalis (pictured left), 
president of the National Guard Association 
of California, moderated a panel that further 
explored the needs of our veterans. Panelists 
(pictured above) included Keith Boylan, the 
deputy secretary of veterans services at the 
California Department of Veterans Affairs; 
Keith Armstrong, a professor of psychiatry 
at UCSF and a specialist in military trauma; 
Dr. Robert Owen, a military claims and 
compensation examiner for the VA and a 
professor of medicine at UCSF; and Mary 
Wright, a partner at Ogletree Deakins who 
has experience in the recruitment, counseling, 
and employment of veterans.
Gunn (pictured right), who was until 
recently the general counsel for the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs, expressed 
lingering concerns. “We’re in a good era of 
feelings and benevolence,” he said, “but…
as senses change, will we continue to enjoy 
a period of good will? As resources become 
more strained and we remove troops from 
combat, will this continue?” It’s encouraging 
to know there’s an engaged community 
seeking solutions. 
That same evening, Washington 
Bureau Chief of the National Law Journal 
Marcia Coyle interviewed Bill Suter for 
the Distinguished Lecture Series. After an 
introduction by California Supreme Court 
Justice Ming Chin, Coyle posed questions that 
allowed the retired clerk of the U.S. Supreme 
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Court to share his stories from a colorful career path, as well 
as an insider’s perspective into the workings for the Court. 
The audience heard about Suter’s meeting Private 
Elvis Presley at Fort Hood (“He was a good soldier, he 
did his duty”) and the dedication of his coworkers in 
Vietnam. During his time in the military, Suter served 
as a Major General and as the acting Judge Advocate 
General (JAG), the Army’s highest-ranking attorney. 
After Suter retired from the military, a friend 
suggested he apply to the Supreme Court. Applying 
just one week after his retirement from military service, 
he interviewed with Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, whose 
husband had served in the JAG Corps. She told him he needed 
to bring his organizational abilities to the Court, to refine their 
processes. Suter gladly did, and in doing so, he came to find 
that he shared “a sense of mission” with his colleagues, and 
he was impressed by the level of commitment from the staff, 
especially during the challenging days of Bush v. Gore. 
Suter also responded to questions about what has changed 
(“More questions from the bench”), the biggest mistakes he’s 
seen lawyers make (his list includes wardrobe malfunctions), 
and the best advice he’s heard (“Your opponent is not your 
enemy; she’s your friend,” he said). To watch a video of the full 
conversation with Suter, go to law.ggu.edu/featured-stories/
speakers.
“There is great value in learning how great legal minds 
think, view problems, and relate to today’s legal issues and 
matters pertaining to our veterans community,” says Devoy. “It 
generates perspective beyond anything that can be conveyed in 
a casebook; it is the art of ‘having been there’.” And that is, in 
part, why GGU Law will continue to host events such as these 
and open them to students, alumni, and community members.
“There is so much 
value in these events 
because they expose 
students and lawyers 
to the knowledge 
of industry leaders 
whose work has 
shaped the veterans 
community.”
–Dan Devoy
Visiting Professor and 
Director of the Veterans 
Legal Advocacy Center
(JD ’10)
Pictured opposite page, 
bottom left: Bill Suter, 
Dean Rachel Van Cleave, 
Marcia Coyle, Justice 
Ming Chin
Compass Photographers
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Candlestick Park’s Last Yard
Written by Kathleen Guthrie Woods
E
ngaging with our surrounding community, leading the fight on critical social issues, 
and training our students for successful careers have been core values of GGU Law 
School since its founding more than a century ago. These values are at the heart of  
the Environmental Law and Justice Clinic (ELJC)’s mission. 
The Clinic focuses on training participating students to improve environmental 
conditions for communities of color and low-income people who are disparately impacted 
by environmental pollution. Since its founding in 1994, it has been recognized regionally 
and nationally with an impressive list of accolades, including the 2013 “Dedication to 
Diversity and Justice Award” from the American Bar Association’s Section of Environment, 
Energy, and Resources. 
A recent example of how the Clinic helps clients respond to threats to their well-being 
began with a developer’s plans to demolish historic Candlestick Park Stadium in San 
Francisco, former home of the SF 49ers. In the fall of 2014, rumors indicated city agencies 
may want to choose implosion, a form of demolition that would create clouds of toxic  
dust that would have devastating consequences for residents of Bayview-Hunters Point,  
a community that already suffers from high rates of respiratory illnesses. 
“People have a right to know about decisions that influence what they breathe and 
drink,” says Professor of Law and ELJC Director Helen Kang. Her team—law students 
Joseph Baskin, Kendra Tietjen, Whitney Wu-Chu, Francisco Martinez, and graduate fellow 
Drew Graf—was ready when community members came to them with their suspicions. 
Utilizing the Public Records Act, the Clinic was able to determine that the city had indeed 
approved the implosion plans, though they had not done so legally. With the clock ticking, 
they advised their clients that their response needed to be organized and legal. Mobilizing 
community leaders, they notified the city that its approval lacked legal basis. The Clinic was 
prepared to take the city to court. “Sometimes the voice of the people, despite being unified 
and chanting for the same cause, cannot be heard without help from legal experts,” says 
Donatella Gomez Paloma, a participating student in the Clinic. “Community groups are 
often left out from drafting solutions to problems that affect them; they need legal guidance 
to achieve what is their right.” The Candlestick Park case was a perfect example of how 
ELJC and the community were able to work together for the desired result: The plans to 
implode the stadium were withdrawn. 
“ELJC continues to teach students how to practice law while delivering high-quality 
services to those in need,” says professor Kang. GGU Law was recently recognized by The 
National Jurist as the number one law school in the Bay Area for practical skills training. 
ELJC operates like a small law firm, providing participating students with valuable, 
hands-on experience from intake through appeals. Student clinicians, certified by the 
State Bar of California, interact directly with clients by interviewing and counseling 
clients. Depending on the case, student clinicians also develop legal strategies, draft legal 
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“People have a right to know about 
decisions that influence what they breathe 
and drink.” Professor of Law and ELJC 
Director Helen Kang
documents, and appear at hearings. “Working directly with community groups and 
government agencies at the ELJC prepared me for internships at SF Baykeeper and the 
Center for Biological Diversity, and for my current position,” says Cody Nesper (JD 13), 
now a Deputy County Counsel in Tuolumne County.
Opportunities for students to engage with the community and participate in timely 
social issues abound in the Clinic. Other recent “wins” for ELJC include a victory in 
Monterey Coastkeeper v. California State 
Water Resources Control Board, in which 
the Superior Court in Sacramento County 
sided with the Clinic’s clients, commanding 
the state to better regulate water pollution 
from 435,000 acres of irrigated farmland in 
the Central Coast. The clients were jointly 
represented in that case by the Clinic, 
California Rural Legal Assistance, and the 
Stanford Environmental Law Clinic. The 
state agency and industry intervenors recently 
appealed the court’s 44-page decision, and the 
students at the Clinic will be working hard to 
defend the lower court victory.
Niall David Photography
Pictured from L-R: Fe Gonzalez, Helen Kang, 
Drew Graf, Deborah Behles, Tova Trimming, 
Aaron Robles, and Joseph Baskin
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For the foreseeable future, clean drinking water for  
low-income communities, clean energy for California, and air 
pollution reduction, will be the core issues that dominate the 
Clinic’s efforts as it works to change our community and our 
world. “As hard as it is to believe, in the richest country in the 
world, we still have too many areas where California residents 
cannot drink tap water because it is too contaminated with 
agricultural wastes,” says Kang. “The work is too important 
not to do, and the Clinic will continue to work with a coalition 
of social justice and environmental groups to seek better 
conditions for communities that suffer from pollution.”
In another case, ELJC represented the Environmental 
Defense Fund in exposing problems with the “cap and trade” 
system of issuing greenhouse gas credits in San Joaquin Valley. 
Based on legal and factual research, Professor Alan Ramo, 
former Director of ELJC, and then-student Joseph Urbanic 
produced a letter to the California Air Pollution Control 
Officers Association to use only “real” reductions for pollution 
trading. Corrective measures have since been instituted.
ELJC faculty and students continue to write and publish 
reports, articles, op-ed pieces, and blog posts that support  
their work. In January 2015, Associate Professor Deborah 
Behles, another faculty member in the ELJC, with Steven 
Weissman, a lecturer at UC Berkeley, released “Ex Parte 
Requirements at the California Public Utility Commission:  
A Comparative Analysis and Recommended Changes.” In  
their report, Behles and Weissman addressed allegations that 
the powerful California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
was allowing improper closed-door discussions, emails, and 
phone calls with interested parties about contested matters. 
“Private contacts seriously compromise the integrity and 
fairness of the process,” says Behles. The report, which 
garnered national 
press, compares 
California’s rules 
with similar state  
and federal agencies’ 
and recommends 
changes to the 
CPUC’s rules to 
restore public 
confidence.
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Students Launch Businesses  
to Help Those in Need
L
ast year, GGU Law launched its Social Venture Workshop 
(Law 816C) to support a new generation of law student 
social entrepreneurs. The course, conceptualized by Interim 
Associate Dean Cynthia Chandler, provides law students 
with the skills and the support necessary to launch businesses of their 
design with the purpose of improving their communities.
The workshop serves as a business incubator, combining legal and 
business knowledge with practical skills while coaching students from 
concept and needs assessment to implementation and funding in one 
semester. The course imparts lessons learned over Cynthia’s 20 year 
career designing and launching social ventures and builds on GGU 
Law’s stellar reputation of equipping graduates with the tools needed 
to succeed in the work place. 
In just one year, GGU Law has witnessed the breakout success of 
its Social Venture Workshop students, three of whom are featured on 
the next pages.
Chieko Higaki
Chieko Higaki is a 4L in GGU Law’s part-
time, evening program while she works full time 
as a Finance and Regulatory Compliance officer 
at Wells Fargo. In addition to her studies and her 
work, Chieko has launched a benefit corporation 
(B-Corp) named Hot Pot, Inc., which will 
manufacture small, yet powerful and sustainable, 
low-cost heaters.
The heater, which Chieko calls a “Hot Pot,” 
after the pan-Asian cuisine of the same name, is a 
clay heater that is rapidly warmed by a single tea 
candle, which is powerful enough to heat an entire 
room in short order. “While it is probably most 
useful for camping, emergency, and garage use, we 
also think it can be used to help the less fortunate,” 
Chieko notes. “However,” she joked, “we still see 
hipsters as our primary target audience.”
Chieko’s journey to the legal profession was 
not a linear one. In 2006, Chieko graduated from 
Cal State Sacramento with a B.S. in Criminal 
Justice before obtaining a degree in computer 
science, which she used to venture into recruiting 
and database management. Realizing she wanted 
something different, she applied to GGU Law 
and pursued an interest in business law. It was in 
Associate Dean Cynthia Chandler’s Social venture 
Class that Chieko struck upon her idea  
for Hot Pot. Armed with her knowledge of the 
law, and practical training in writing business 
plans, Chieko’s B-Corp, a company designed to 
solve social and environmental problems, began 
to take shape. “I really benefitted from this class 
because it wasn’t just legal theory, but [focused on] 
a more practical application of law to business,” 
said Chieko. “I feel that classes like these have 
made me a better future lawyer.”
Chieko and her business partner have self-
funded (referred to as “bootstrapping”) their entire 
venture, and they have recently filed their patent 
application.
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Courtney Brown
Courtney Brown is launching a non-profit known as the 
Three-Day Eviction Notice Program. Designed to prevent 
wrongful evictions, it will provide low-income and moderate-
income tenants with the necessary information and free legal 
services to fight unlawful detainer actions based on three-day 
eviction notices. Courtney, a 3L student, is also the Editor 
in Chief of Law Review and sits on the Moot Court and the 
Public Interest Law Foundation boards.
Since 1998, Ellis Act evictions have been on the rise in 
the San Francisco, Bay Area, particularly given the staggering 
increase in property value in recent years. The Ellis Act 
(enacted in 1985) is a state law that allows landlords to 
evict tenants in order to “go out of business.” In other 
words, the Act allows landlords the right to evict every 
tenant in their building within three days, pending a sale. 
Increasingly, landlords in the Bay Area have taken to issuing 
Ellis “warnings” to tenants, stating that an eviction notice 
will arrive within a month or so, even though the landlord, 
unbeknownst to the tenants, has no true intent to sell the 
property. These warnings, designed to get a tenant to vacate 
so the unit may be re-rented at a higher rate, are naturally 
perceived by many existing tenants as eviction notices, causing 
them to relocate without a fight. This practice has flourished 
amongst landlords as the Act requires no clear duty of proof 
for the alleged sale, which allows landlords to bypass rent 
control and take advantage of peak housing market periods.
Courtney first noticed the rise in these alleged unlawful 
detainer actions during her time at the Tenderloin Housing 
Clinic, many of whose clients are elderly or disabled. Noting 
that the clinic had no support for helping tenants facing 
alleged Ellis Act evictions, she fleshed out the Three-Day 
Eviction Notice Program in Dean Chandler’s Social Venture 
course to meet the growing need for this type of legal support. 
“I was particularly drawn to this area because of the impact 
my client’s stories had upon me,” said Courtney. “I knew I 
had to do something about it.” 
The Three-Day Eviction Notice Program will operate 
as a subset of the Tenderloin Housing Clinic with funding 
through grants, fellowships, donations, and support from the 
Tenderloin Housing Clinic itself. 
Tatiana Olea
Tatiana Olea (JD 16) describes herself as a “mid-career 
student,” having worked as a business economist since  
1998. In 2013, she pursued her dreams by applying to  
law school. Encouraged by what Tatiana describes as,  
“GGU Law’s location, and openness to those with a strong 
work background and to cultural diversity,” she became  
a GGU Griffin. It was her own commitment to diversity  
and helping others that inspired her to create Pet Aid for 
Warriors (PAWs), a 501(c)3 entity, which pairs veterans 
suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) with 
therapy animals rescued from local animal shelters.
Tatiana is no stranger to the needs of veterans. “I grew  
up in a family of veterans,” she says. “I have knowledge  
of certain benefits that veterans could receive in business 
from my prior work with regulated utilities, which  
mandated spending on diversity, including small veteran-
owned businesses. However, it wasn’t until I came to  
GGU Law and began working in the Veterans Legal 
Advocacy Center [VLAC] that I realized the depth of 
the social problems that veterans face.” She notes that as 
many as 22 veterans commit suicide each day in the United 
States. This impacted Tatiana. She felt a strong desire to 
help veterans in need, especially since she has already lost 
a few of her friends to suicide. As a self-described animal 
person, living with one cat and a loving pit-bull dog, 
Tatiana realized that she could help both veterans and dogs 
by pairing them with each other. “They support and comfort 
each other,” she says.
“In 2004, I made friends with a man who sought to 
place unwanted dogs, who were usually older than five years 
of age, with families so the dogs wouldn’t be euthanized,” 
Tatiana explained. “This was part of the ‘no-kill movement’ 
called Mutville.” When Tatiana learned about the 
therapeutic benefits dogs could have on persons suffering 
from stress and anxiety, like PTSD, she decided that pairing 
these animals with veterans screened through the VLAC 
would be a good fit. “This is due to VLAC clients often 
being in a period of transition where they can use a good 
companion, and they have the time to spend with the dogs 
who are looking for a new best friend,” said Tatiana.
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“The goal has been 
to become a brand 
name in litigation 
and practical 
training.”
–Wes Porter
Professor of Law and 
Director of the Litigation 
Center
From Student to Litigator 
Written by Kathleen Guthrie Woods
G
GU Law’s mission is to “prepare individuals 
to lead and serve by providing high-quality, 
practice-based educational programs…
in an innovative and challenging learning 
environment.” Look at the law school’s Litigation 
Center and you’ll see this being achieved with 
tremendous success—a success that was recognized across 
the U.S. when the National Jurist magazine gave GGU  
Law an A+ grade in practical training, one of two California 
law schools to earn this distinction.
The litigation program was founded and directed by 
Bernie L. Segal, a respected trial lawyer and much-beloved 
professor and mentor who taught at GGU Law for 39 years 
before he passed away in 2011. His legacy includes courses, 
clinical experiences, and competition opportunities for students 
working toward a Litigation Specialization Certificate, all 
of which help students hone the skills they will need to be 
successful in real-world practice. 
Other successors might have rested on the status quo, 
but Professor of Law Wes Porter saw opportunities for 
the improvement and growth when he inherited the role 
of Director of the Litigation Center. What does the school 
need to establish a strong national reputation? What do 
other successful schools do? he wondered. “The goal,” he 
says, “is to become a brand name in litigation and practical 
training.” Bringing courses, clinics, and events together under 
the Litigation Center umbrella strengthened the program. 
Resources have also been allotted toward creating an immersive 
summer program, equipping students for competitions, and 
hosting events. 
Porter drew upon his 25 years of training and experience 
as a trial attorney in the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate Generals 
Corps (JAG) and an assistant U.S. attorney and a senior trial 
attorney in the Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of 
Justice. With the needs of students and young attorneys in mind, 
he used a two-week training program offered to U.S. attorneys 
through the National Advocacy Center as a model. He asked, 
Why not start GGU Law students training right away? 
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Why not start that experience at the earliest 
possible opportunity, after the first year?
The eight-week Summer Trial and 
Evidence Program (1st STEP) he designed 
in response to those questions is a “nine-
to-five, dress up, throw them into the fire 
kind of litigation training,” he says. In 
their opening 
“crash course” 
week, students 
focus on topics 
such as direct 
examination, 
cross 
examination, 
and objections. 
At the end of 
the first week, 
students put on a 
full trial in front 
of participating 
professors. “It’s more of a professional 
conference than a classroom,” says Porter. 
Through hands-on learning, students 
integrate their experience with the Evidence 
course, they gain training that will help them 
excel in future externships, and they become 
better armed to make decisions about what 
they want to do in their remaining two years 
of law school.
Outside of the classrooms, GGU Law 
students continue to impress opponents 
and judges around the country with their 
performances in prestigious mock trial 
competitions, including a third-place finish 
at this year’s ABA Criminal Justice Trial 
Competition in Chicago. Only 25 schools 
are invited, and this was the third year GGU 
Law made it to the semifinals. GGU Law 
has also won the distinction of being the 
“Best of the Bay” for three years in the row 
by winning the San Francisco Trial Lawyer 
Associations’ Mock Trial Competition. 
Teams from Stanford, UC Berkeley, UC 
Hastings, Santa Clara, and University of  
San Francisco law schools have been among 
the competitors. 
Hosting competitions, as well as lectures 
and demonstration series, is also important 
for building a respected national brand. As 
part of that effort, 
GGU Law once 
again hosted, with 
the ABA Section 
of Litigation, the 
Bernie L. Segal 
Mock Trial  
Competition: 
In Vino Veritas. 
On October 
23-25, 16 teams 
from around 
the U.S. vied for 
the opportunity 
to try their cases before an actual sitting 
jury and attend the awards reception in 
Wine Country for what has been described 
as a “fiercely competitive, intellectually 
challenging” competition. Alumni were 
encouraged to participate as judges, with 
opportunities to meet and mentor students 
as well as see potential future employees 
in action. (Visit http://www.ggulitigation.
com/in-vino-competition.html for more 
information.) 
Innovation breeds innovation, and Porter 
will continue to explore opportunities for 
growth as one of 47 American Council on 
Educations’ (ACE) Fellows for the 2015–16 
academic year. Some of the questions he’s 
now asking revolve around how GGU Law 
can better utilize technology to enhance the 
experiential process. How can one professor 
reach more students? How can our staff be 
more accessible? How can our professors 
assist students with different learning 
styles? “I need a place where students can 
revisit [course content] at their own speeds,” 
he says, as well as a resource that alumni 
can access. Already the Center is using 
YouTube extensively to share presentations 
on advocacy and evidence, student 
demonstrations, and do’s and don’t’s.  
(Check out the videos at http://www.
ggulitigation.com/our-videos.html.)  
“We’re figuring out what we can formulate 
and what we can be creative about,” says 
Porter, and he is appreciative of GGU Law’s 
flexibility. “I want us to be on the forefront of 
innovation, to question how we do things,” 
he says. He wants the Litigation Center and 
GGU Law School to “be willing to dare to  
be different.”
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Engaged Learning 
T
he past two years have been busy ones at 
GGU Law as we have completely renovated 
our teaching and learning spaces. Last fall we 
completed the long-term construction project in 
the 536 Mission Street building which included creation 
of the teaching courtrooms and the Litigation Center on 
the third floor, enhancements to the two large lecture halls 
and the creation of the newly dedicated Honorable Lee 
D. Baxter courtroom on the second floor. This fall we 
completed the student support reorganization project. By 
restructuring the physical space of our administrative offices 
we can now collaborate more efficiently while building a 
stronger law school community.   
These projects included the law school and university 
libraries opening access to all GGU students. Although 
the libraries are now open to all, the plaza and basement 
floors remain devoted to law library staff, materials and 
services, and law student study space. We were also able 
to add additional small group study rooms to the plaza 
level to improve the study experience of our law students.  
Furthermore, technological improvements and an increase 
in digital resources have created a more user-friendly, 
modern library designed for today’s practitioners, allowing 
for more interactive group study and teaching spaces.
One of the most impactful outcomes of this project was 
the increase in collaboration between Law Student Support 
and Law Career Development. By moving these two 
important offices to the same general space, we have created 
the Center for Professional Development and Student 
Engagement. The launch of the Center allows us to fortify 
our programs to maximize successful development of our 
students’ academic and professional careers.
At the end of the fall 2015 semester we will have 
completed the installation of the new digital signage across 
campus. This endeavor places large video monitors on 
each floor at various locations to display not only directory 
information but news and campus event details. For those 
who have not been to campus in a few years, we welcome 
you back to take a look at all the improvements and to see 
how GGU Law will grow in years to come.  
Compass Photographers
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The Impact of Social Issues  
Before the Ninth Circuit 
Written by Kathleen Guthrie Woods
T
his year, faculty, 
alumni, and 
current and past 
members of 
Golden Gate University’s 
Law Review gathered to 
celebrate the release of 
Volume 45, Issue 1, an 
issue dedicated to the U.S. 
Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. Sponsored in part 
by Hanson Bridgett LLP, 
this year’s event was made 
exceptional by its venue—the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in San Francisco—and its 
host, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge 
Morgan Christen, a GGU Law School alumna. 
Tours of the courthouse were offered 
before and after a brief ceremony, which 
included presentations from the contributing 
members of the Law Review. William 
Steiner, a GGU law school alumnus and 
Legal Counsel and Compliance Associate at 
Hewins Financial Advisors LLC, noted that, 
“listening to current GGU students on issues 
that matter to them (and to many people 
around the country), was a strong reminder 
of the kind of students that attend Golden 
Gate—students with true intelligence, a 
soulful passion for the people and systems 
that inhabit our planet, and a drive to 
succeed and influence positive change.”
Under the leadership of Editor-in-Chief 
Ilon Oliveira, Issue 1 opened with a special 
introduction by Cathy Catterson, the Circuit 
& Court of Appeals Executive. Twenty-
five years after the devastating Loma Prieta 
earthquake, Catterson 
recalled the heroic efforts 
of staff who kept the 
court up and running. 
“The court never missed 
an oral argument 
calendar during 1989 
and 1990,” she wrote. 
“Today…I remain proud 
of the court’s past and 
current employees, who 
continue to exhibit the 
same dedication.”
GGU publishes the only law review in the 
country that scrutinizes cases from the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and 
this issue featured case notes by three law 
students. In “Foie Gras Ban in California,” 
Erica Williams Morris contended that the 
plaintiffs in Ass’s des Eleveurs de Canards 
et d’Oies du Quebec v. Harris should have 
argued the statute—which prohibits only 
the sale of the livers of force-fed birds—is 
ineffective and leaves a loophole that allows 
foie gras to be given away. 
Erik Faussner addressed what he 
considered glaring deficiencies in an 
environmental impact statement prepared 
for a solar energy facility in “With Federal 
Money Up for Grabs and the Clean Energy 
Dream Within Reach, the Ninth Circuit 
Rubber Stamps the Central District’s Flawed 
Judgment in Western Watershed Project 
v. Salazar: Should NEPA Jurisprudence 
Be Modified?” The Ninth Circuit’s failure 
to recognize the mistakes of law and 
flawed analysis, he said “may set a bad 
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precedent…[that] will open the door for less 
environmentally beneficial projects to silence 
nonprofits’ most effective tool to enforce the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).” 
There was a public outcry in 2012 
when the Arizona legislature passed a 
statute that cut off funding for services, 
including preventative care, to physicians 
who performed abortions. “However,” said 
Angela Breslin, “the bigger issue of legislative 
back-door infringement on a woman’s right 
to access an abortion 
was not addressed by 
the Ninth Circuit…
the impact is limited.” 
Her note is titled “A 
Wall of Legislative 
Obstacles in the Path 
of a Woman Exercising 
Her Right to an 
Abortion: Planned 
Parenthood, Inc.,  
v. Betlach.”
Published consistently since 1969, the 
GGU Law Review is released three times 
each year—in the Fall, Winter, and Spring—
and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
Survey generally runs in the fall. It is 95% 
student run, and staff includes seven board 
members, six associate editors (3L), and  
12 staff writers (2L). 
In addition to writing their Notes for the 
printed issue (2L) or editing (3L), members 
publish shorter, timely posts on their online 
blog at http://ggulawreview.org. Recent 
posts include commentary on privacy issues 
related to the leaks of celebrities’ nude 
photos, trainer liability in CrossFit injuries, 
the legalities of ride-sharing companies 
(such as Lyft, Uber, and SideCar), and the 
conflicts between freedom of speech rights, 
the public’s demand for instant reviews on 
social media, and food purveyors’ interests  
in protecting their reputations. 
This spring, the Law Review also 
partnered with Professor Caren Cambre’s 
“Ethical Prosecution” class to host its 
first Digital Online Symposium. ABA and 
California State Bar rules and requirements 
for prosecutors were examined, and selected 
papers were published online at http://
ggulawreview.org/digital-symposium/, along 
with video interviews of student writers 
produced by Online Editor Eric Bodnar. 
“Writing for the 
GGU Law Review has 
given me the unique 
opportunity to add my 
voice to the ongoing 
conversation in legal 
scholarship,” said 
Faussner. “Although 
finding a topic to 
write about and diving 
deep into a minute 
area of law as a second year student was a 
challenge, I know that it helped cultivate 
my writing skills immensely.” He credits 
the faculty for their support. “Professors 
were open to speaking to me about my ideas 
and helped guide me towards a final work 
product that I am proud of.”
There are opportunities for alumni 
to participate as well. To find out about 
future events, and to read past issues of the 
Law Review or order printed copies, visit 
http://ggulawreview.org/. Alumni are also 
encouraged to contribute articles. For more 
information, email the editor-in-chief at  
eic@ggulawreivew.org.
“Although I have always been a proud 
fellow alumnus of GGU,” said Steiner, “at 
the end of the night [after the January release 
party] I left with a renewed vigor for all the 
good that students and alumni of GGU can 
[accomplish] and are accomplishing.”
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The Uncertain Future  
of the Criminal Grand Jury
Written by Dean Emeritus and Professor Peter Keane
T
his year is the 800th anniversary of 
Magna Carta, which is recognized 
as the seminal document of many 
of England and America’s basic 
individual liberty protections. A prominent 
feature of the great charter was the creation 
of the institution that evolved into the 
modern criminal grand jury, the topic of  
this year’s Jesse Carter Lecture Series.  
Today, a grand jury is mainly a tool 
for the prosecution to gather evidence to 
present a criminal case against a defendant. 
Whenever a present day grand jury actually 
protects someone’s rights and freedoms 
it is usually incidental (or accidental) to 
its function as just another weapon in the 
prosecutor’s arsenal to indict and convict.
Earlier this year, controversy raged 
over a Missouri grand jury’s acquittal of a 
police officer when international attention 
focused on the shooting of a young black 
man in Ferguson. Was this, as the local 
district attorney contended, an example 
of the members of a grand jury acting as 
dutiful citizens independently arriving at the 
truth? Or was it the cynical manipulation of 
puppets by a prosecutor bent on protecting 
a cop?
Against this background of an 800 
year celebration of personal liberty and a 
contemporary incident of abuse of power, 
racism, and doubt about the integrity of the 
American justice system, GGU Law held a 
panel to discuss the uncertain future of the 
criminal grand jury. The occasion was the 
Annual Justice Jesse Carter Distinguished 
Lecture Series, which took place on the 
evening of Thursday, March 26th. This 
series commemorates Justice Jesse Carter,  
a 1913 graduate of GGU Law and a former 
associate justice on the Supreme Court of 
California. Justice Carter was renowned  
for his solo dissents in passionate defense  
of civil rights.
The participants (pictured above) were: 
retired Santa Clara County Superior Court 
Judge LaDoris Cordell, who currently serves 
as Independent Police Auditor for the City  
of San Jose; Melinda Haag, now former 
United States Attorney for the Northern 
District of California; and Brendon Woods 
(pictured right), Alameda County Public 
Defender. All three speakers brought a range 
of candid, thoughtful insights and strongly 
held views on grand juries. They kept a solid 
grip on the attention of a packed lecture hall 
audience of students, alumni, local lawyers 
and members of the public.
The discussion explored the origin of 
the criminal grand jury as a check on the 
absolute power of the state. The English 
barons revolted against King John in 1215. 
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They established, along with the other 
protections of Magna Carta, a procedure 
that took away the formerly unrestricted 
ability of the king to simply throw a baron 
into a dungeon without any reason beyond 
pure whim.
The new procedure, forced upon the 
King at Runnymede Field, meant that if the 
Sheriff came to arrest a Baron, the Baron’s 
comrades all formed a ring of shields around 
him and refused to give him up until they 
were convinced there was evidence of his 
crime. Later, in the infant American republic, 
this translated into the 5th Amendment right 
preventing felony trial of anyone except 
after a grand jury indictment.
The system worked as a protection, with 
some success, at the time when our country 
was mainly a collection of villages and small 
towns where criminal grand jury members 
were the neighbors and friends of the person 
accused. But in our modern society of large 
urban areas and anonymous populations, 
grand jury members have no connection to, 
nor knowledge about, the person accused of 
a crime.
Disturbingly, as opposed to almost every 
other component which operates in our 
democratic system, criminal grand juries 
meet in secret. They are totally at the mercy 
and the direction of whatever prosecutors 
want to tell them. And, like most of 
America’s levers of power, our contemporary 
system of criminal justice, with its grand 
jury component, is dominated by white 
prosecutors and white police officers who 
confront mostly minorities. Those minorities 
are often ultimately charged and imprisoned.
The result is that minorities, young black 
men in particular, fill our jails and prisons 
in numbers far beyond any proportional 
representation of them in the population at 
large. This is finally coming to be recognized 
as a source of deep concern for the stability 
of our society and as an explosive element of 
disruption in many of our cities.
All of this calls into question the 
credibility of our criminal grand juries 
who hear cases regarding minorities and 
explains some of the underlying causes of 
the Ferguson riots.
The Justice Carter lecture panel preferred 
an alternative to criminal grand juries: 
preliminary hearings held in open court with 
the accused present, represented by counsel 
cross examining the prosecution witnesses  
in transparent public proceedings.
In federal prosecutions, of course, 
it was pointed out that the preliminary 
hearing alternative is not an option. The 
5th Amendment right to a grand jury is 
a binding requirement of federal felony 
prosecution. However, it was noted that 
the primary problems with criminal 
grand juries involve local police and local 
prosecution abuse of minority populations. 
Consequently, the problems are not seen 
playing out in the federal criminal justice 
system. 
The panel discussion also identified a 
single area in which criminal grand jury 
secrecy might be positive: the investigation 
of gang activities, which often involve 
serious crimes and victimization of minority 
communities. In such settings, if there were 
any hint of someone cooperating with the 
authorities, the person would be killed. Thus, 
in gang investigations, a strong argument can 
be made for grand jury secrecy.
The panel gave a first-rate analysis of 
some of our most topical criminal justice 
issues. Running out of time, the panel 
adjourned after noting there was still 
much to be explored. As a result, the 2015 
Annual Justice Jesse Carter Distinguished 
Lecture was a great example of Golden Gate 
University School of Law’s commitment to 
community engagement.
A few months after the panel discussion, 
on August 11, 2015, California passed 
SB227 and became the first state to ban 
criminal grand juries in cases involving 
police use of deadly force. The author of 
the bill, state senator Holly Mitchell (D-Los 
Angeles) said, “the use of the criminal grand 
jury process, and the refusal to indict, as 
occurred in Ferguson and other communities 
of color, has fostered an atmosphere of 
suspicion that threatens to compromise our 
justice system.”
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Alumna Gives Back to  
GGU Law Community 
O
n September 1st, 2015, GGU 
Law named  its new ceremonial 
teaching courtroom after 
alumna, The Honorable Lee D. 
Baxter (JD ‘74, LLD ‘08), Judge (Retired), 
Superior Court, City and County of San 
Francisco, and member of the Golden 
Gate University Board of Trustees. This 
recognition follows years of dedication to 
GGU Law alongside a recent $1-million 
transformative gift to the law school. 
“Golden Gate University School of Law 
provided for me the means to a wonderfully 
satisfying and successful legal career,” said 
Baxter. “I am forever grateful.” Baxter’s 
generous donation will help support GGU 
Law’s nationally recognized litigation 
program, as well as measures that support 
student engagement and professional 
development.
“We deeply appreciate Judge Baxter’s 
generosity and her consistent support of the 
School of Law. Her gift will help us enhance 
our ability to support the professional 
success of our students and graduates – our 
top priority,” said Dean Rachel Van Cleave.
Baxter took a rather roundabout route 
to her illustrious judicial career. While living 
on the East Coast with her husband in the 
1960s, she taught junior high and high 
school for seven years. When her husband 
accepted a job in San Francisco in 1970, 
she seized the opportunity to go in a new 
direction: a career in law. “One of my deep 
fears was that I was going to be the oldest 
person in the school,” Baxter confesses. She 
found kindred spirits in many other parents 
launching their second careers, and though 
the unfamiliar curriculum was challenging, 
Baxter thrived. “I just loved it!” she says.  
Baxter’s law degree launched her into a 
general civil practice for seven years, then 
into a commissioner position in the San 
Francisco Superior Court. In 1987– when 
only 12 to 14 percent of judges were women 
– she was appointed a judge on the San 
Francisco Municipal Court by Governor 
George Deukmejian. She was then elevated 
to the San Francisco Superior Court in 1992 
by Governor Pete Wilson, where she served 
until her retirement in 1999.  
“My law degree opened up a whole  
new life for me,” says Baxter. “Without it,  
I couldn’t have been a lawyer and I certainly 
couldn’t have been a judge. That’s one 
reason I’ve always felt a great deal of loyalty 
to the school: Golden Gate University 
School of Law offers students who might 
otherwise not be chosen to enter the field a 
chance to prove that they can do it. I think 
that’s part of our mission, and that’s what 
sets GGU Law apart.”
  
Compass Photographers
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“For me, law was not about engaging 
in a respectable profession, but is a tool for 
social change.” Associate Professor Stephen 
Rosenbaum
Welcome, Stephen Rosenbaum
G
GU Law is proud to welcome 
Associate Professor Stephen 
Rosenbaum as its newest faculty 
member. Experienced in disability 
rights, immigrant rights, international 
human rights and clinical legal education, 
Rosenbaum serves as a clinical supervising 
attorney with our Women’s Employment 
Rights Clinic (WERC).
The Detroit native earned his B.A. in 
Political Science from the University of 
Michigan after studying at Antioch College, 
which had pioneered one of the first work-
study programs in the United States. His field 
of graduate studies drew him to California 
where he earned his JD and his MPP 
(Master of Public Policy) from the University 
of California, Berkeley. “My education 
has afforded me diverse experiences 
geographically and substantively,” said 
Rosenbaum. “For me, law was not about 
engaging in a respectable profession, but is 
a tool for social change.” He attributes his 
engagement in this field to his upbringing as 
the grandson of working-class immigrants  
in a home steeped in Jewish ethical values.
After a long career in the Bay Area in 
immigrant rights, disability rights litigation 
and employment anti-discrimination 
practice, Professor Rosenbaum knew he 
wanted to do more work-related travel 
and teaching, so he packed his bags and 
left for Egypt with the ABA Rule of Law 
Initiative. It was there that he met GGU 
Law’s Professor Helen Kang, Director 
of the Environmental Law and Justice 
Clinic. Rosenbaum and Kang worked 
side by side to develop a social justice and 
environmental law program for young 
Egyptian law students.
Upon Professor Rosenbaum’s return  
to the United States, he was appointed to 
a visiting faculty position at the University 
of Washington School of Law where he 
helped train young Afghan and Indonesian 
law professors in clinical legal pedagogy, 
taught a human rights advocacy seminar 
and co-piloted a human rights and business 
clinic. Professor Rosenbaum subsequently 
spent a semester at the American University 
of Phnom Penh in Cambodia where he 
helped advise the start-up university on 
its law curriculum and taught courses on 
introduction to legal systems and alternative 
dispute resolution. “I was also a legal 
advisor for students trying to set up a student 
government, which was important for the 
school’s accreditation, but still a novel 
concept in Cambodia,” said Rosenbaum. 
“These experiences really gave me a new 
perspective on teaching students from various 
cultures, those whose first language was not 
English and were, in many instances, first 
generation college students,” he continued. 
Professor Rosenbaum, who has also 
been a lecturer at UC Berkeley and Stanford 
law schools (offering courses in civil 
rights litigation, professional skills and 
Spanish for lawyers), has previously taught 
administrative law, law and social change 
and a youth law externship seminar as a 
member of GGU’s adjunct faculty. His goal 
is to “build on and contribute to a solid 
clinical program renowned for its advocacy 
and professionalization. Golden Gate has 
a reputation for turning out practice-ready 
graduates, and law school clinics are a major 
component of that training and development. 
However, clinical education should no 
longer be siloed, but fully integrated into  
the traditional legal curriculum,” he added. 
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Professor Laura Cisneros 
Laura Anne Cisneros 
is a Constitutional Law 
scholar. In addition to 
traditional doctrine, her 
scholarship also focuses on 
the intersection of judicial 
rhetoric and political and 
philosophical history and 
theory. Her articles have 
appeared in a variety of 
law reviews, including the 
University of Pennsylvania’s 
Journal of Constitutional 
Law and Constitutional 
Commentary. Her current 
project explores the 
relationship between 
memory and justice 
through the Supreme 
Court’s rhetoric on race. 
Professor Cisneros is a prior 
recipient of the Outstanding 
Scholarly Paper Award 
from the American 
Association of Law Schools.
Professor Benedetta Duramy
Benedetta Faedi Duramy 
is a prolific author, having 
published two books on 
gender and violence in the 
past two years. She earned 
her LLB from University 
of Rome La Sapienza, her 
LLM from the London 
School of Economics, her 
JSD from Stanford Law 
School, and her MA in 
Political Science from the 
University of Florence. 
Professor Duramy’s 
areas of specialization 
are Gender and the Law, 
International Human 
Rights, and International 
Law. Before attending 
Stanford, she collaborated 
with the Child Protection 
Unit of the United Nations 
Stabilization Mission  
in Haiti.
Professor Wes Porter
Wes Reber Porter, 
a former Navy JAG & 
Assistant U.S. Attorney, is 
the Director of GGU Law’s 
Litigation Center, which 
helped GGU Law receive 
an A+ rating for practical 
skills training from the 
National Jurist. Professor 
Porter’s scholarship focuses 
on injustices in criminal 
law, evidence and procedure 
from the perspective of the 
accused and he has emerged 
as a leading advocate for 
legal education reform and 
practical skills training 
across the curriculum. 
Professor Porter is also 
an American Council on 
Education (ACE) Fellow  
for the 2015-2016 academic 
year.
Newly Tenured FacultyCongratulations…
Dear Alumni and Friends,
I am very pleased to announce that Golden Gate 
University School of Law has awarded tenure to 
three outstanding faculty members, Laura Cisneros, 
Benedetta Duramy and Wes Porter. They are 
seasoned attorneys and educators who strengthen 
our experiential learning programs, leveraging 
their breadth and depth of experience. Together, 
they help to solidify our role as a national leader 
in practical skills training. Please take a moment 
to read about them and, perhaps, to send them a 
congratulatory note. 
Rachel Van Cleave
Dean, Golden Gate University School of Law
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Donors
1959
Lynn S. Carman, 59
1960
Hon. Sherrill D. Luke, 60
1961
Robert S. Field, 61
Ronald R. Kranzow, 61
Paul C. Ligda, 61
William A. O’Malley, 61
1962
Warren R. Perry, 62
1963
Scipio Porter, 63
1964
Stewart A. Judson, 64
William P. Olivito, 64
1965
Sam Goldeen, 65
Dennis O’Brien, 65
Elaine F. Prince, 65
1968
Barrett R. Baskin, 68
E. Michael Kaiser, 68
1969
Lyle C. Cavin, 69
Robert F. Lee, 69
Philip R. Weltin, 69
1970
J. Duncan Barr, 70
Fernando M. Da Silva, 70
Martin B. Hochman, 70
Kathryn E. Ringgold, 70
1971
R. Kent Brewer, 71
Sally Galway, 71
Mark A. Poppett, 71
Donald G. Umhofer, 71
Richard K. Walsh, 71
 
1972
G. W. Abrell, 72
Dale A. Castle, 72
James M. Dombroski, 72
Lawrence E. Moll, 72
1973
Donald L. Beeson, 73
Geoffrey J. Butler, 73
Wayne M. Collins, 73
Stephen N. Dorsi, 73
John L. Glovka, 73
Melvin D. Honowitz, 73
Rita S. Grobman Howard, 73
Fred Krasner, 73
Jimmy L. Lewis, 73
Mary C. Pattison, 73
Diana Richmond, 73
Richard F. Spaulding, 73
James R. Tomcik, 73
Vincent L. Weis, 73
1974
Lee D. Baxter, 74, 08
Alfred Buchta, 74
Thomas F. Collins, 74
James A. DuCharme, 74
Howard A. Hartstein, 74
Darryl C. Henning, 74
Robert L. Larke, 74
Cynthia M. Lee, 74, 01
J. Robin Orme, 74
Duane Ruth-Heffelbower, 74
Edward M. Schaffer, 74
Warren L. Siegel, 74
Michele B  Spencer, 74
1975
Robert D. Burke, 75
John F. Grandinetti, 75
James F. Harrigan, 75
Barkley D. Heuser, 75
Virginia Irving, 75
Emanuel Lateiner, 75
Marcia A. Murphy, 75
Glenn M. Nakatani, 75
Daniel W. Nye, 75
Perry A. Schaffer, 75
Brian Spears, 75
Frederick B. Stocking, 75
Nikki A. Tufano, 75
William K. Walker, 75
Paula G. Waluch, 75
G. L. Way, 75
Clemens P. Work, 75
Victor Yipp, 75
1976
Elaine M. Andrews, 76
Robert S. Baker, 76
Theodore F. Bayer, 76
Donald D. duBoulay, 76
David R. Frank, 76
Pamela L. Harrington, 76
Deborah B. Honig, 76
Sidney J. Hymes, 76
Elaine F. Kramer, 76
Alan M. Lagod (76) and 
Deborah A. Ryan
Edward O. Lee, 76, 83
Mark R. Lovington, 76
Frederic J. Milberg, 76
Susan W. Otis, 76
Hall Palmer, 76
Gerald T. Richards, 76
Michael H. Roush, 76
Joyce D. Saltalamachia, 76
William A. Skillman, 76
David G. Stanley, 76
1977
Vincent De Nave, 77
Richard A. Erhardt, 77
Steven M. Goldblatt, 77
Kim Harmon, 77
Catharine C. Holden, 77
Alan Jaroslovsky, 77
Karen D. Kadushin, 77
Kathleen S. King, 77
Madeline C. McDowell, 77
J. Andrew McKenna, 77
Denise K. Mills, 77
Richard B. Nettler, 77
Marjorie Randolph, 77
Lucy B. Robins, 77
Richard Salcido, 77
Ann M. Segars, 77
Alan J. Silver, 77
Timothy H. Smallsreed, 77, 78
Alice S. Smith, 77
Marc L. Van Der Hout, 77
George M. Vogelei, 77
Stanley K. Yim, 77
1978
Lynne M. Armstrong, 78
Rosario C. Bacon Billingsley, 78
Charles R. Conradi, 77, 78
Rebecca L. Conradi, 77, 78
Harry Gandy, 78, 82
M. Henry Heines, 78
Charles D. Herrington, 78
Kathy A. Kaufman, 78
Jan M. Lecklikner, 78
Bonnie C. Maly, 78
Michael L. Marowitz, 78
Paul E. Porter, 78
Gary M. Reing, 78
Dorothy N. Schimke, 78
Arthur K. Wachtel, 78
Jeffrey M. Weiss, 78, 79
Richard R. Wright, 78
Phillips P. Yee, 78, 07
1979
Julienne E. Bryant, 79
Patrick J. Coughlin, 79
Carl T. Ferrentino, 79
Karen L. Hawkins 79, 81
James M. Kann, 79
Wallis W.  Lim, 78, 79
Cynthia K. Long, 79
Jane P. Randolph, 79
Michael A. Rosas, 79, 91
David B. Rubinoff, 79
Wayne A. Snow, 79
Eveline L. Tom, 79
Roberta G. Willenkin, 79
1980
Richard Clark, 80
Robert Graham, 80
Robert T. Haden (80)  
 and Betty Dawson
Thomas R. Harnett, 80
Esther R. Lerner, 80
Christopher M. Mazzia, 80
Jo Anne Morrow, 80
Roy J. Otis, 80
Michael E. Pitts, 80, 82
Amy Rodney, 80
Bonnie K. Rucobo, 80
William H. Stoffers, 80
Alexander G. van Broek, 80
1981
Curtis E. Blystone, 81
John C. Cartwright, 81
Paula J. Fancher, 81
Dick Grosboll, 81
Barbara E. Marmor, 81
Ann H. McGlenon, 81
Michael S. Pettit, 81
Martha J. Simon, 81
1982
James J. Davis, 82
James D. Fisher, 82
Christine L. Fraser, 82
Juliet L. Gee, 82
Ruth G. Gipstein, 82
John L. Grandsaert, 82
Wendell A. Hutchinson, 80, 82
Bonita L. Marmor, 82
Duane J. Perry, 82
M. Joseph Sloan, 82
Michael J. Zaidel, 82
1983
Paul R. Andrews, 83
Brian S. Baker, 83
Lawrence M. Boesch, 83
Deborah Bronner, 83
Walter C. Cook, 83
Tracey K. Edwards, 81, 83
Susan M. Gibbons, 83
Susan B. King, 83
Bruce J. Levitz, 83
Carol C. Mazzia, 83
Robert E. Moorehead, 83
Linda L. Peters, 83
Lynn M. Sherrell, 83
Earle A. Sylva, 83
Anonymous
1984
Ann R. Casper, 84
Erick C. Christensen, 84
Daniel Dell’Osso, 84
Steven Z. Feuer, 84
Barbara Finkle, 84
Matthew P. Guasco, 84
Julise M. Johanson, 84
Robert L. Kelleher, 84
Carol A. King, 84
Peter A. Leeming, 84
Sarah E. Toohey, 84
Ronald W. Miele, 84
L. Dena Petersen, 84
Deborah L. Smith, 84
1985
Arthur S. Barbour, 85
Richard H. Brattain, 85
David B. Brown, 85
Ronald U. Carter, 85
Janet B. Henley, 85
Michael C. Hughes, 85
Ansel D. Kinney, 85
Jeffrey D. Kirk, 85
Alan W. Ma, 85
Mary A. O’Malley, 85
Roger S. Reynolds, 85
Steven H. Rosenthal, 85
Kenneth W. Ruthenberg, 85
Neil Sorensen, 85
Patricia A. Turnage, 85
1986
Douglas M. Buchanan, 86
Morgan Christen, 86
John R. Doyle, 86
Amy Eskin, 86
Edward Gipstein, 86
Gary M. Jaron, 86
Michelle L. Lim, 86
Mark S. Mahoney, 86
Vasco H. Morais, 86, 97
James E. O’Neil, 86
Lucy B. Smallsreed, 96
Steven K. Wilkinson, 86
Michael S. Williams, 86
1987
Amiram J. Givon, 87
Andrew A. Goode, 87
John W. Mahoney, 87
Sandra A. Ries, 87
Mark R. Shepherd, 82, 87
Karen L. Winters, 87
1988
Suzanne P. Egan, 88
Joan Fitzgerald Hill, 88
Douglas J. Hartsough, 88
James Y. Li, 88
Peter A. Mastromonaco, 88
Kuruvilla Mathen, 88
Karin L. Polli, 88
Jody S. Prunier, 88
Carole Scagnetti, 88
James E. Sell, 88
Carroll D. Smith, 88
1989
Semha Alwaya, 89
Mark S. Anderson, 89
Barbara J. Kennedy, 89
Pamela L. Kurtz, 89
Constance E. Norton, 89
Thomas A. Thiesen, 89
1990
Caroline Guzzetta Allen, 90
Terrie B. Brodie, 90
Jacquelyne G. Gorton, 90
John G. Karris, 90
Charles E. Nichol, 90
Mark A. Taxy, 90
Geoffrey L. Thorpe, 90
1991
Adam N. Barasch, 91
Reginald H. Bedell, 91
Christopher A. Chilson, 91
Timothy O. Harvey, 91
Bruce M. Stephan, 91
1992
Brian D. Egan, 92
Paul R. Eyerly, 92
Ghada N. Saliba-Malouf, 92
Joan T. Stephan, 92
Nancy Z. Tully, 92
1993
Simona A. Farrise, 93
Thomas H. (93) and  
 Diane P. (93) Fletcher
Robert G. Teffeteller, 93
1994
Shane R. Ford, 94
Roxanne J. Kelsey, 94
Stacy B. McCormick, 94
Laura E. Ozak, 94
Steven J. Roberts, 94
Carol A. Stephenson, 94
Paul W. Vince, 94
Michael Wu, 94
Melissa T. Allyn Delio, 94, 95
1995
Mark E. Burton, Jr., 95
Tahir J. Naim, 92, 95
1996
Kimberly B. Fitzgerald, 96
Terrence H. Fraser, 96
Gene Kristul, 96
Deborah Leon, 96
Matthew P. Pachkowski, 96
Arlana P. Spikener, 96
Petra Tang, 96
Patricia K. Walmann, 96
Phillip K. Wang, 96
Marie Wilson, 96
1997
Frank A. Balistrieri, 97
Kornelia J. Davidson 94, 97
Lawrence Kuo, 97
Shai S. Oved, 97
Carey S. Rose, 97
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1998
Frank G. Adam, 98
Carrie S. Bourdeau, 98
Gia G. Di Leo, 98
Thomas Y. Fox, 98
John N. Haramalis, 98
Jennifer M. Keith, 98
Alexander H.  
 Lubarsky, 94, 98
Christine C. Pagano, 92, 98
1999
Diana F. Esquivel, 99
Caroline Farrell, 99
Christine B. Gregson, 99
Mary W. Hoppe, 99
Christine Marcelli, 99
Tracy L. Simmons, 99
Katherine A. Threlfall, 99
2000
Vanessa G. Lawton, 00
Carl M. Nagata, 00
2001
Chance Hawkins, 01
Ayanna L. Jenkins-Toney, 01
Laura M. Langone, 01
David P. Siu, 90, 01
2002
Stephen W. Dale, 02
Pamela Kong, 02
Cameron L. Kriens, 02
2003
Jalila A. Bell, 03
Charles A. Hoffman, 03
Mohamed A. Nasralla,   
 87, 03
Mitchell Shapson, 86, 03
Patty P. Tseng, 03
Rebecca S. Yoshitani, 03
2004
Randall D. Nicholson, 04
Dale Savage, 04
Simona L. Snyder, 04
2005
Kerri E Bandics, 05
Jonathan Chu, 01, 05
Grant E. Ingram, 05
Trevor G Jackson, 05
Lauren E Powe, 05
Dino W. Traverso, 05
2006
Swapna Anthoor, 06
John Cacchioli, 06
Corey B. Farris, 06
Zhichong Gu, 06
Peter W. Hoefs, 06
Paul Hogarth, 06
Gustave A. Lele, 06
John S. Richards, 06
Jelena N. Ristic, 00, 06
Margaux A. Aviguetero, 06
Vanessa Valdez, 06
Joseph Weatherbee, 06
2007
Zakia Afrin, 03, 07
Brendan D. Devlin, 07
Michael Gee, 07
Arthur Gemmell, 07
Reid M. Miller, 07
Karen L. Minor, 07
C. Alex Naegele, 07
Dije Ndreu, 07
Olumide K. Obayemi, 02, 07
Nicole F. Stanitsas, 07
2008
Ruth Astle Samas, 74, 08
Lawrence Azubuike, 08
Katia M. Bloom, 08
Candace S. Chen, 08
Jessica L. Hannah, 08
Carolyn M. Lee, 06, 08
Kenneth R. Linthicum, 08
Charles J. Naegele, 06, 08
Deepti Nigam, 08
Christopher C. Petaja, 08
Aaron M. Sandone, 08
2009
Gouda B. Ali Gouda, 09
Daniel J. Baron, 09
Betsy Brazy, 09
Amuche V. Chukwu, 09
Lindsay K. Cullen, 09
Eric R. Garro, 09
Sanghyun Lee, 09
Kara K. Martin, 09
Harpaul S. Nahal, 09
Sara J. Orsburn, 09
Patricia Paulson, 09
Hunter W. Sims, 09
Ariel Ungerleider Kelley, 09
2010
Ellen A. Jenkins, 10
Lindsey K. Koch, 10
Givelle F. Lamano, 11
Monica J. Levavi, 10
Jennifer A. Redding, 10
Andrea Starrett, 10
Kristine N. Stewart, 10
Byron K. Toma, 10
2011
Amy B. Erb, 11
Michael R. Kain, 74, 11
Maria K. Matan, 11
Christina B. O’Keefe, 11
Sean M. Scullion, 11
Shauna C. Yandell, 11
2012
Marie I. Akpoke, 12
Lee Maranto, 12
Michael L. McDougall, 12
Jana C. Pastena, 12
Chandani H. Patel, 12
Jessica Rotsch, 12
Marvin L. Tate, 09
Myshanda V. Upton, 12
2013
Kamalpreet Kaur Khaira, 13
Jamil David McClintock, 13
Angel Yang Riley, 13
2014
Alyce W. Foshee, 14
Kristina O. Maalouf, 14
Jodi D. Phillips, 13, 14
Niall David Photography
Donate by visiting:  law.ggu.edu/alumni/donate/
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Class Notes
1963
Don M. Branner (JD 63) retired 
from his estate planning practice 
in Sun City, California. 
1965
Rick Bradley (JD 65), after 
graduating and passing the Bar by 
1967, began a successful 40 year 
insurance defense trial practice 
in San Francisco and Marin 
until 2007, when he became Of 
Counsel at Bradley, Curley, Asian, 
Barrabee, Abel & Kowalski. 
Bradley now is currently an 
attorney and realtor with 
Coldwell Banker in Roseville.
1969
Roger A. Levy (JD 69) is Of 
Counsel at Laughlin, Falbo, Levy 
& Moresi in San Francisco. Levy 
is editor-in-chief of the DBA and 
WHCA Handbook. 
1973
Jay Jacobs (JD 73) authored a 
book titled, “The Widow Wave” 
that details the 
true story of a 
courtroom drama 
centered on the 
worst recreational 
fishing boat 
accident in San 
Francisco’s 
maritime history. 
Bob Oliver (JD 73) received a 
Champions of Justice Award, 
given to those who exemplify a 
commitment to justice, fairness, 
and the well-being of their 
community. Oliver is the Fresno 
Superior Court judge in Fresno, 
California. Oliver is also the 2014 
recipient of the Bernard E. Witkin 
Lifetime Achievement award, the 
local legal community’s highest 
award, for his distinguished 
service at the local, state and 
national levels – both in law and 
community work. Oliver is the 
Fresno Superior Court judge in 
Fresno, Calif.
1974
John Barg (JD 74) 
was selected for 
inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers 
in America® 
2015 for the 
Environmental 
Law and 
Litigation-Environmental 
categories. Barg is a partner in 
the San Francisco-based firm Barg 
Coffin Lewis & Trapp, LLP.
Gilbert E. Stein (JD 74) received 
the Letter Writer of the Year 
award from the Committee 
for Accuracy in Middle-East 
Reporting in America. 
1976
Bob Baker (JD 76) became the 
chair of the Berkeley Human Rights 
Commission in July 2014. The 
commission is seeking to add sexual 
orientation and gender identity to 
our list of protected classes.
1977
Marilyn Teeter (JD 77) is retiring 
from the federal government after 
over 36 years of service. Teeter was 
an EEOC Administrative Judge from 
1979 to 1997 and a US Immigration 
Judge from 1997 to 2014.
Michael A. Johnson (JD 77)  
In the fall of 
2014, Michael A. 
Johnson wrote 
‘Fountain Valley 
1972’ about the 
circumstances 
surrounding the 
Fountain Valley 
Massacre.
1978
Gary Reing (JD 78) received the 
NYC Bar Association Volunteer 
Appreciation award for his 
years of service to the Lawyers 
Assistance Program of the 
NYC Bar Association in June. 
Gary is the new chair of the 
Lawyer Assistance Committee 
in New York. He is partner 
and founder of Reing & Reing 
PLLC in Mohegan Lake, where 
he concentrates on tax and real 
estate issues.
1979
Robbi Willenkin (JD 79) and 
husband, Bob, decided to move 
from their beautiful Long Island 
home in Madison CT to warmer 
climate in Winter Park, Florida, 
a suburb of Disney’s Orlando. 
Robbi reads the Connecticut 
Bar Association Journal and 
thanks GGU School of Law for 
prominent law degrees that open 
many career paths.
1980
Robert L. Edwards (BA 73, 
MPA 75, JD 80) is the Norwich 
University representative at the 
Chengdu American Center for 
Study Abroad in China, teaching 
criminal justice. 
1981
Thomas Anderson (JD 81)  
is a recipient of 
the 2014 Edward 
Rudin, M.D. 
Award, presented 
by the California 
Psychiatric 
Association. 
The award 
acknowledges Judge Anderson’s 
work assisting those with severe 
mental illness through a program 
known as assisted outpatient 
treatment, or Laura’s Law. 
Anderson created the first assisted 
outpatient treatment court in 
California. He has testified before 
the California state legislature 
and attended state and local 
conferences numerous times on 
behalf of implementing similar 
programs throughout the state.
1982
James B. Boyd (JD 82) is the CFO 
of Pericom Semiconductor Corp. 
in Milpitas, California. 
Norbert Dickman (LLM ‘82)  
was named  
Mr. South Texas, 
a designation 
presented to 
a deserving 
individual who 
has made a 
significant and 
lasting contribution to the growth 
and development of Laredo and 
the South Texas region.   
1983
Patrick J. Coughlin (JD 83) has 
been recognized by the National 
Law Journal as a 2015 Trailblazer 
for Mergers & Acquisitions 
and Antitrust. The publication 
recognizes attorneys who have 
“moved the needle in mergers 
& acquisitions and antitrust 
law; recognizing excellence in 
deal making, restructuring and 
financing.” Coughlin has been 
lead counsel for several major 
securities matters, including one of 
the earliest and largest class action 
securities cases to go to trial, In 
re Apple Computer Sec. Litig., 
No. C-84-20148 (N.D. Cal.). He 
is Of Counsel at Robbins Geller 
Rudman & Dowd LLP. 
Cecily Dumas (JD 83) has joined 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw & 
Pittman. She will be joining the 
firms Insolvency & Restructuring 
practice as a partner in the San 
Francisco office. She has more 
than 25 years’ experience and 
is also partner of her own firm, 
Dumas & Clark LLP.
Susan Gibbons (JD 83) is now 
an adjudications officer with 
the Immigrant Investor Program 
(EB-5) of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services in 
Washington, DC.
Nancy O’Malley 
(JD 83, LLD 12) 
was appointed 
to the California 
Domestic Violence 
Advisory Council 
by Governor 
Jerry Brown. 
Hon. O’Malley is also the latest 
recipient of the James Irvine 
Foundation Leadership Award, 
given for her leadership role in 
combating child sex trafficking. 
Since she began the special 
program in 2005, the Alameda 
District Attorney’s office has 
prosecuted over 425 child sex 
traffickers. We are very proud of 
Nancy and her dedication to this 
very important issue.  
1984
Erick C. Christensen (JD 84) is 
a managing director at Protiviti 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Christensen focuses on regulatory 
matters in the firm’s risk and 
compliance practice.
Stephen Hurst (JD 84) was 
recently featured in a biotech 
publication: http://www.biospace.
com/News/day-in-the-life-of-
a-ceostephen-hurst-savant-
hwp/384614. He is currently  
the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Savant HWP, a Bay 
Area biopharma company 
focused on addiction medicine 
and neglected diseases (such 
as Leishmaniasis and Chagas 
disease) that are emerging in the 
U.S. population and are endemic 
in other parts of the world.
Scott R. Manuel 
(JD 84) was 
appointed 
deputy probate 
commissioner for 
the 16th Circuit 
Court in Jackson 
County, Missouri. 
Joel Selik (JD 84) continues to 
serve as Judge Pro Tem, handling 
various cases in three San Diego 
courthouses.
Michael B. 
Sheltzer (JD 84) 
was appointed 
to a judgeship 
in Tulare, 
California by 
Governor Jerry 
Brown. Sheltzer 
administered the oath of 
admission to the State Bar 
of California in GGU Law’s 
swearing-in ceremony on June 6.
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1985
Marianne Barrett 
(JD 85) was 
honored by the 
SF Commission 
on the Status of 
Women on March 
16, 2015. Barrett 
is the Assistant 
District Attorney and the 
managing attorney for the child 
assault unit of the San Francisco 
District Attorney’s Office.
Randy Riddle 
(JD ‘85), partner 
at Renne, Sloan, 
Holtzman & 
Sakai, was named 
Berkeley City 
Attorney, taking 
over for Jeffrey 
Walter of Walter & Pistole LLC. 
Randy Riddle has over 30 years of 
experience in public law.
Honorary Joshua Weinstein (JD 
85) was appointed to a judgeship 
in the Santa Clara County 
Superior Court by Governor 
Edmund G. Brown.
Rebecca S. Young (JD 85) 
received a Gideon Award in San 
Francisco on December 10, 2013. 
Young is a deputy public defender 
with the San Francisco Public 
Defender’s Office. 
1991
Michael Banister 
(JD 91) wrote 
a new novel 
called, “Stolen 
Identity,” and 
can be purchased 
at: http://
www.amazon.
com/Stolen-
Identity-Michael-Banister/
dp/1941713165. 
Angeli C. Fitch 
(BA 91, JD 01) 
was featured 
in The Daily 
Journal. Fitch  
co-founded the 
Three Strikes 
Justice Center in 
San Francisco. 
Randolph Hom (JD 91) is the 
new city attorney of Merced, 
California. He previously served 
as the Senior Deputy City 
Attorney in San Jose, California. 
He is looking forward to the 
opportunity to serve the city.
Vincent R. Mayr (JD/MPA 91)  
is an attorney at the Law Offices 
of Campbell & Coombs in Mesa, 
Arizona. 
Kathleen Wright (LLM 91) has 
been appointed to the California 
Board of Accountancy.
1992
David N. Baker (JD 92) 
was appointed to the board 
of directors for Rockdale 
Resources Corp. Baker is a 
managing member of Mercadyne 
Investments in Bellevue, 
Washington. 
William Raines 
(JD 92) was 
appointed a 
Circuit Court 
Judge on 
August 15th. 
Raines’ current 
assignment is in 
the First Municipal Division in 
Chicago, Illinois.
1993
Stephen Ballan (JD 93) was 
appointed Interim Public 
Defender for St. Lawrence 
County, NY. The appointment 
will be at least through the end  
of the year.
John Mueller (JD 93) joined  
Sams & Associates in Sacramento.
Daniel Goldstein (JD 93) was 
recently hired by Treliant Risk 
Advisors as a Privacy and 
Information Security Expert. 
Goldstein is a senior director 
specializing in managing risk 
associated with international  
data protection and privacy.  
He is responsible for the 
development of comprehensive 
international data transfer 
strategies and the implementation 
of an EU-focused privacy breach 
intake and response process.
1994
Robert Forenza (JD 94) was 
recently named to the Board of 
Directors for Together Center, a 
charity that connects resources to 
those in need in East King County, 
Washington.
Alex Lubarsky (JD 94, LLM 98) 
was named Vice President of CPA 
Global, an international provider 
of e-discovery and outsourced 
attorney review services. He 
continues to maintain a three-
office immigration and criminal 
defense practice, as well as 
teaching law at Cal State East Bay.
1995
Stacey Camillo (JD 95) is the 
Division Manager for the San 
Francisco Department of Public 
Works’ Contract Administration 
Division.
Daniel Pickard 
(JD 95) was 
recognized 
in the 2014 
Washington, DC 
“Super Lawyers” 
list. Pickard is a 
partner at Wiley 
Rein in Washington, DC. 
Michael Winter (JD 95) has been 
promoted to principal for Ernest 
& Young’s advisory practice.
Dennis Zell (JD 95) was 
appointed to the Peninsula Health 
Care District board of directors. 
Zell is a senior litigation associate 
for Fox, Shjeflo, Hartley, & Babu 
LLP in San Mateo, CA. 
1996
Sharon A. Anolik-Shakked 
(JD 96) was appointed to the 
Department of Homeland 
Security’s Data Privacy and 
Integrity Advisory Committee. 
Marlys Bergstrom (JD 96, LLM 00) 
is the Atlanta managing partner 
for Sutherland Asbill & Brennan 
LLP and will lead the firm’s 
launch of its Unclaimed Property 
Practice Group. 
Kevin McGee (JD 96) was 
appointed Chief Operating Officer 
and General Counsel for Terroir 
Inc., which includes Qupé, Trinity 
Hill, Evening Land, Whetstone 
and Mayacamas Vineyards.  
Leticia Padilla (JD 96) was 
appointed to the Board of 
Directors for the Council of 
Aging. Leticia currently is the 
Global Program Executive at 
Concentrix. Prior to moving 
to Sonoma County, Leticia 
volunteered with Little Brothers 
— Friends of the Elderly and 
the Cooperative Restraining 
Order Clinic in San Francisco. 
She previously served as a board 
member of the World Affairs 
Council of Northern California 
and currently sits on the boards of 
a Tibetan school for handicapped 
children and an international 
wine importer.
Justin Tuttle (JD 96) recently 
received his Masters of Public 
Administration with Distinction 
from California State University, 
Northridge. Tuttle is a Senior 
Deputy Public Defender with the 
Ventura County Public Defender’s 
Office and lives in Santa Barbara, 
California with his two children.
Michael Ward 
(JD 96) a partner 
in Morrison & 
Foerster’s San 
Francisco office, 
was recognized by 
the Recorder as 
one of 25 winners 
of its first-ever Innovators Award. 
Dr. Ward is co-chair of the firm’s 
Intellectual Property Practice 
Group and chair of the firm’s 
Patent Practice Group.
Probal Young (JD 96) was made 
partner at Archer Norris PLC, 
a leading California law firm. 
He specializes in the defense of 
environmental claims, and has 
significant experience with other 
civil actions.
1997
Daphne D. Edwards (JD 97) has 
established Daphne Edwards’ 
Family Law, a boutique family law 
firm in Raleigh, North Carolina.
Michelle Johnson (JD 97) is Vice 
President, General Counsel, and 
Secretary for Support.com, Inc, 
makers of cloud-based Nexus® 
software for Support Interaction.
Amber Vail (JD 97) started a 
six-month detail at the White 
House Counsel’s Office to assist 
with vetting potential nominees to 
presidential appointee positions. 
Vail is senior ethics counsel at the 
Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau.
1998
Rachel S. Grunberg (JD 98) 
successfully argued before the 
California Supreme Court 
November 6, 2013 in opposition 
to journalist Stephen Glass’s 
petition to become a licensed 
attorney in California.
Fran Heller (JD 98) has joined 
the Diagnostics for All, Board of 
Directors. She is an accomplished 
leader in the pharmaceutical 
and biotech industries with 20 
years of experience in business 
development, licensing and legal 
affairs.
Natalie Nuttall (JD 98) has 
started her own probate practice 
in San Diego County. Nuttall 
specializes in estate planning, 
estate and trust administration, 
conservatorships, and elder law.
Sharon O. Sung (JD 98) has 
joined Smiley Wang-Ekvall, LLP  
as Of Counsel in their new 
business litigation practice.
Karine Wenger (JD 98) was 
promoted to partner at Fragomen 
Worldwide in San Diego, CA.
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1999
Bill Utnehmer  
(JD 99) spent a 
year in Berlin, 
Germany working 
with the Freie 
Universitat Berlin. 
He developed their 
Entrepreneurship 
Program and lectured on Real 
Estate Valuation in the Master’s 
Program of the Department of 
Economics at Hochschule Anhalt, 
where Walter Gropius founded 
the Bauhaus movement in 1918. 
Mr. Utnehmer recently earned the 
distinction of having presented 
oral arguments to the United 
States Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel of the Ninth Circuit and 
won a reversal on what had been 
one of the most confounding 
questions of bankruptcy law 
since its statutory introduction in 
1876 (defining defalcation in the 
context of nondischargeability). 
The important opinion was 
published and settled conflict 
between circuits in following the 
Supreme Court holding [Bullock 
v. BankChampaign, N.A., 133 S. 
Ct. 1754 (2013)].
Tony Vecino (JD 99) joined 
Farella Braun + Martel as partner 
for their family wealth group.
2000
Eugene Pak (JD 00) 
is the President of 
the San Francisco 
Association of 
Realtors (SFAR) 
for 2016 and will 
serve as President-
Elect throughout 
2015.
Scott Smithline (JD 00) has 
been appointed Director at 
the California Department 
of Resources Recycling and 
Recovery, where he served as 
Assistant Director for Policy 
Development since 2011.
2001
Alan Bayer (JD 01) spoke at the 
Bar Association of San Francisco 
on “2014 Disability Employment 
Law – Updates and Predictions” 
on December 10, 2014. Bayer 
is a partner in Bayer & Borlase, 
an employment law firm in San 
Francisco, California.
Walter Meier (JD 01) is an 
instructor at Portland Community 
College in Portland, Oregon. 
2002
Matthias Berger (LLM 02) is the 
liaison to OHIM, the European 
Trademark and Design Office, of 
the ABA’s Intellectual Property 
Law Section and chair of the 
community trademark reform 
subcommittee. 
Patricia De Fonte (JD 02) has 
been accepted to Golden Gate 
University’s Small Business 
Program for Fall 2015. She 
has also been accepted, with a 
substantial merit scholarship, to 
GGU’s Master of Laws (LLM) in 
Estate Planning Program and will 
begin classes in Fall 2015. 
John J. Heber (LLM 02 joined 
Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler 
Alhadeff & Sitterson as a 
shareholder in the firm’s Miami, 
Florida office. Heber focuses his 
practice on executive compensation 
and employee benefits. 
Sarah Kraemer Isaacs (JD 02) 
is an attorney with the client 
assistance program at Disability 
Rights California in Oakland. 
2003
Andrew Choi (JD 03) is General 
Counsel and Compliance Officer 
for Asia Pacific for GfK.
Noelle Ferdon 
(JD 03) was 
featured in 
an article on 
newsreview.com 
on September 25, 
2014. Ferdon 
is the Director 
of Local Food Systems for the 
Northern California Regional 
Land Trust and the Director  
and Founder of the North Valley 
Food Trust in Chico, California.
Aisha Gondal (LLM 03) is a 
Senior Associate at Baker & 
McKenzie in Saudi Arabia. 
Gondal is a corporate lawyer 
specializing in IPOs, mergers 
and acquisitions, and securities 
regulations.
Rebecca Prozan 
(JD 03) is the 
Manager of 
Public Policy 
and Government 
Relations at 
Google in San 
Francisco, 
California.
Robert Selna (JD 03) is now an 
associate at Wendel, Rosen, Black 
& Dean LLP in its Land Use 
and Real Estate Practice Groups. 
The firm was recognized by the 
National Law Journal on its 
“Midsize Hot List” in 2009 and 
2014. Selna most recently ran a 
solo practice in Oakland. 
2004
Jonathan D. Bishop (JD 04) 
opened Bishop Law Group APC in 
Walnut Creek, California. The firm 
focuses on real estate, construction 
law and business litigation. 
Florence Dubosc (LLM 04)  
now serves as a Legal Officer 
for the Monaco Data Protection 
Authority.
Simone McCormick (JD 04) 
was elected to 
partnership at 
Murphy, Pearson, 
Bradley & Feeney 
in San Francisco, 
California. 
McCormick 
represents 
businesses and professionals in 
products liability, malpractice 
claims, and business disputes,  
as well as employment matters.
Dale Morrill (JD 04) was awarded 
MADD (Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving) Prosecutor of the Year 
for the State of North Carolina 
and is an Assistant District 
Attorney in Durham County, NC.  
Cappy Myers (JD 04) is a sales 
associate at Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage in Morgan 
Hill, California. 
2005
Rodrigo C. Aberin II (JD 05) is 
corporate counsel at Mercedes-
Benz Research & Development 
North America Inc. in Sunnyvale, 
California. Aberin oversees legal 
affairs as MBRDNA’s first in-
house lawyer. 
James Hannah (JD 05) was 
promoted to partner at Kramer 
Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP in 
Menlo Park, CA. 
Lawton Hatley III 
(JD 05) received 
the American 
Diabetes 
Association’s 
ACT Advocacy 
award for his 
outstanding work 
to affect public policy in North 
Carolina. Hatley, a vice president 
at Wells Fargo Reinsurance in 
Charlotte, NC, received the 
award in Nashville last month 
at the ADA’s annual Community 
Volunteer Leadership Conference. 
Since 2005, Lawton has been 
the ADA’s key North Carolina 
Advocacy Network attorney. 
Lawton also volunteers for Step 
Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes, the 
ADA’s Call to Congress and Safe 
at School program. 
Lane Kasselman 
(JD 05) is Head of 
Communications - 
America for Uber 
Technologies. 
Jason Lundberg (JD 05)’s firm, 
Allegiance Law, was featured 
in as a profile in Hoodline.com.  
Allegiance Law has practiced law 
in the Lower Haight for the past 
five years.
Wendy Stewart (LLM 05) has 
been certified by the State Bar 
of California’s Board of Legal 
Specialization as a legal specialist 
in Immigration and Nationality 
Law. Stewart is a senior attorney 
with Jewell & Associates, PC in 
San Francisco.
2006
Brad Bennett (JD 06) is pleased to 
announce the opening of his new 
family law and criminal defense 
firm, Bennett & Bangser, LLC, 
located in Chicago, Illinois. 
Carolyn Lee (JD 06, LLM 08) 
spoke at a Bar Association of 
San Francisco Continuing Legal 
Education program on July 15, 
2015. Lee was recognized by the 
Bar Association of San Francisco 
with a Barrister of the Year Award 
and was chosen for her continued 
contributions to the Barristers Club 
and to its newest members. She has 
been a constant supporter of Mind 
the Gap since its inception.
John Wyatt (JD 06, MBA 09) 
was promoted to Chief Business 
Development Officer at Surgical 
Affiliates Management Group, a 
surgical hospitalist company.
2007
Hugh Z. Balkin (JD 07) is a 
senior deputy district attorney 
with the Colorado 13th Judicial 
District and serves as an advisory 
board member of Prevent Child 
Abuse, Colorado chapter. 
Anita Bozzi (JD 07) is a Specialist 
in the Information Governance 
– Litigation Readiness Group 
for BlackStone Discovery, a 
leading provider of information 
governance, litigation readiness, 
and digital evidence management 
for corporations and law firms.
Julie Cress (JD 07) is an Associate 
with Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard 
& Smith LLP’s Sacramento, 
California office. She serves a 
broad range of public entity and 
private sector clients in all aspects 
of the firm’s nationwide practice 
of environmental law.
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2008
Daljit Dhami (JD 07) is an 
attorney with the DC Office 
of Administrative Hearings in 
Washington, DC.
Molly Fletcher (JD 07) is an 
associate in the transportation 
group of Burns White in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Natalja Fulton (JD 07) is a share-
holder at Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard 
& Smith LLP in San Francisco.
Esme Grant (JD 07) is Senior 
Director of Government Relations 
at the American Network 
of Community Options and 
Resources (ANCOR).
Seth Hyman  
(JD 07) is an  
Assistant State 
Attorney for 
Orange County, 
Florida.
Nicholas Procopenko (JD 07) is 
a partner with Your Luxembourg 
Partner, an accounting firm that 
also assists with legal compliance. 
He handles all legal services for 
the firm.
Paula Rasmussen (JD 07) is now 
a trial attorney with Hildebrand 
MacLeod & Nelson in Oakland, 
California.
2008
Vanessa E. Candelaria (JD 08)  
is the vice president of the Filipino 
Bar Association 
of Northern 
California. 
Candelaria 
practices family 
law at Fox and 
Bank in Walnut 
Creek, California. 
Ashley Cowgill (JD 08) is a staff 
attorney in the Nashville, Tennessee 
office of Pillsbury Winthrop.
Carolyn M. Drouin (JD 08) is a 
government and legislative affairs 
associate at Navajo Nation in 
Washington, DC. 
Ken Duong (JD/MBA 08)  
was appointed as international 
trade committee 
co-chair for 
the Business 
Federation of 
Los Angeles and 
serves as the 
first Vietnamese 
American 
chairperson of the Fountain Valley 
Chamber of Commerce.
Jessica L. Hannah (JD 08) began 
a judicial clerkship with the 
Honorable Jimmie V. Reyna, US 
Court of Appeals for the federal 
circuit in Washington, DC. 
Mary Hudson (JD 08) was 
recently named to the City Council 
in Napa, California. Hudson 
will spend her time focusing on 
economic development.
Matthew ShaFae (JD 08) is a 
broker and associate with Zane 
MacGregor & Co. in Palo Alto, 
California, a boutique real estate 
brokerage serving the mid-
peninsula for more than 30 years.  
2009
Emily S. Keller (JD 09) is a  
judicial law clerk to US Bankruptcy 
Judge Hannah Blumenstiel. 
Sara Matlin (JD 09) is the 
Bilingual West Coast Counsel for 
the Alliance for Justice’s Bolder 
Advocacy Initiative in Oakland, 
California.
Julie E. Mercer-Ingram (JD 09) 
launched Mercer Ingram Law,  
a boutique immigration office  
in Petaluma, CA. 
Adam Neufer (JD 09) is an 
associate attorney with Seeley  
& Madigan LLP, a family law 
firm in San Mateo, Calif.
Hunter Sims (JD 09) is a Deputy 
City Attorney with the Trial 
Unit of the San Francisco City 
Attorney’s Office. Sims and his 
wife welcomed daughter Loretta 
Sims on April 9, 2014.
2010
Stephen Brindle (JD 10) is a new 
associate at Wendel, Rosen, Black 
& Dean LLP in the Real Estate 
and Trusts and Estates practice 
groups.
Daniel R. Devoy (JD 10) wrote 
an article in The Recorder on 
November 11, 2013. Devoy is 
a partner at Jones & Devoy in 
San Francisco, California and an 
adjunct professor at GGU Law, 
where he coaches mock trial 
teams and teaches externship 
courses related to veterans 
benefits law.
Alyssa C. Gendron (JD 10, 
LLM 13) is a Nonprofit & Tax 
Associate with Coblentz, Patch, 
Duffy and Bass in San Francisco, 
California. She will be working in 
the firm’s Exempt Organizations 
Group. In June 2014, she married 
psychologist John Snyder.
Lindsey Koch 
(JD 10) was 
elected to the 
GGU Alumni 
Association 
board of 
directors in 
August. Koch is a Director for 
Major, Lindsey & Africa in  
San Francisco where she recently 
blogged on The Missing Link 
in the Promotion of Women 
Lawyers.
Otis Landerholm (JD 10) spoke 
at a Bar Association of San 
Francisco program on “Hiring 
Your First Employee: Lawyer 
Turned Employer - Best Practices, 
Tips & Tricks” on July 23, 
2015. His firm, Landerholm 
Immigration, A.P.C., focuses on 
immigration law and is based in 
San Francisco, California.
Stephanie R. Rexing (JD 10) is 
a coastal program analyst at the 
California Coastal Commission  
in San Francisco. 
Kevin Rodriguez (LLM 10)  
was hired at Wendel, Rosen, 
Black & Dean LLP, one of the 
largest law firms in the East  
Bay, as an associate to its Real 
Estate and Trusts and Estates 
practice groups.
2011
Derek Chantler (JD 11) is a solo 
practitioner located in East Palo 
Alto, California focusing on 
real estate litigation (including 
unlawful detainers).
Nioura Foad-Ghazni (JD 11) 
received a Unity Award at the 
Minority Bar 
Coalition Unity 
Awards on 
November 14, 
2013. Foad-
Ghazni is an 
attorney at 
Osborn McDerby 
LLP in San Francisco.
Thomas K. Helm (JD 11) is an 
associate attorney at Haddad 
& Sherwin, a civil-rights firm in 
Oakland, California. 
Julia A. Hyde (JD 11) is a deputy 
public defender with the Public 
Defender’s Office of Marion 
County in Salem, Oregon. 
Givelle F. Lamano 
(JD 11) was 
featured in The 
Daily Journal. 
Lamano co-
founded the  
Three Strikes 
Justice Center in 
San Francisco. 
Keith T. Long (JD 11, LLM 12)
has established the Law Offices 
of Keith Long, a South San 
Francisco-based practice 
focusing on tax controversies 
for businesses and individuals in 
front of the IRS, the California 
Franchise Tax Board, and the 
California Board of Equalization. 
Angela M. Kelley (JD 11) is 
an environmental and natural 
resource attorney and co-
founder of Clear Resource Law 
in Washington, DC. Kelley has 
extensive experience in coastal 
and marine resource management 
including beach water quality 
and the intersection of energy and 
ocean resources.
Christina B. O’Keefe (JD 11) is a 
recruiter at Google in Mountain 
View, California. 
Sean M. Scullion (JD 11) and 
Kristie Martinelli opened a 
real estate information and 
consultation kiosk in San Rafael, 
California. Scullion is a real estate 
broker with Bradley Real Estate.
Luke W. Welmerink (JD 11, 
LLM 13) and Erica Welmerink 
welcomed baby Elizabeth Rose on 
November 26, 2013. Welmerink 
is a tax manager at Ormat 
Technologies in Reno, Nevada.
Lauren M. 
Young Epstein 
(JD 11) received 
a Unity award 
at the Minority 
Bar Coalition 
Unity Awards 
on November 14, 2013. A formal 
judicial law clerk for the US 
Bankruptcy Court, Young Epstein 
now is associate attorney with the 
San Francisco office of Baker & 
McKenzie, working in the firm’s 
Global Equity Services group.
Anitra T. Zobeck (JD 11) is a 
deputy public defender at the 
Kern County Public Defender’s 
Office in Bakersfield, California. 
2012
John P. Agnoletti (JD 12)  
is an Analyst for The Ehmer 
Group, a boutique hospitality  
and brokerage company in  
San Francisco, California.
Daniel D. Blom (JD 12) is an 
attorney at law at Ronald J. Aiani 
PC in Warrenton, Virginia. 
Ali S. Carlsen (JD 12) is an 
associate attorney at Magarian 
& DiMercurio in Anaheim, 
California. 
Christy Clark (JD 12) is a Cloud 
Deal Manager for Oracle in 
Redwood Shores, California.
Genevieve M. Coyle (JD 12) is an 
attorney at Robins Borghei LLP  
in San Francisco, California. 
(continued)
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Natalie Ann Lyons (JD 13) was 
quoted in Equal Rights Advocates 
Fighting for Women’s Equality on 
May 8. Lyons is a project attorney 
at Equal Rights Advocates. 
Elizabeth J. Maushart (JD 13) 
is a Law Clerk to Justice Edwin 
Cameron with the Constitutional 
Court of South Africa. She hopes 
to dedicate her career to leveraging 
international legal systems on 
behalf of the poor and oppressed 
and leave a legacy towards 
improving the global justice 
system.
Lauren J. Moniz (JD 13) is an 
associate attorney with Richard, 
Thorson, Graves and Royer LLP, 
a workers compensation firm in 
Oakland, California. 
Kathleen Espiritu Natividad  
(JD 13) is Deputy Public Defender 
with the Contra Costa Public 
Defender’s Office.
Mark Norgaard (JD 13) is 
an associate attorney with 
Norgaard O’Boyle, a law firm in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
Edgar J. Quezada (JD 13) was just 
hired as an Associate Attorney 
at the Oakland, California office 
of Hanna, Brophy, MacLean, 
McAleer & Jensen, LLP.
Jessica Wynette Rosen (JD 13) is 
an attorney with the Law Offices 
of Becky Walker James in Pacific 
Palisades, California. Rosen 
practices criminal defense, civil 
rights, and civil litigation, with  
an emphasis on appeals. 
Kristi M. Schulenberg (JD 13) is 
Assistant Director of Operations 
and Administration, for the 
California Nurses Association  
in Oakland, California. 
Vadim Sidelnikov (JD 13) is an 
associate attorney at Bledsoe 
Diestel Treppa & Crane LLP, 
a civil litigation firm in San 
Francisco, California.
Megan Maureen Stilwell (JD 13) 
is a family law associate at the 
Stromfors Law Office in Mesa, AZ. 
Robert Seaton Sumner (JD 13) is 
a deputy attorney general for the 
California Department of Justice 
in Sacramento. 
Ellen Ann Webking (JD 13) is an 
assistant attorney general in the 
Texas Attorney General’s Office in 
Austin, Texas. 
Dawn Marie Withers (JD 13) is 
an associate attorney with Kazan 
McClain Satterley & Greenwood 
in Oakland, California. The 
firm handles cases involving 
catastrophic injury and death 
from asbestos exposure.
2014
Sarah B. Y. Eaquinto (JD 14) was 
appointed to Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier’s Post 9/11 Veterans 
Advisory Committee. While a 
student, Eaquinto was GGU Law’s 
first president of the Veteran Law 
Students Association.
Kellen Furlin (JD 14 & LLM 14) 
is now an attorney with Royse 
Law Firm’s new Royse Law Legal 
Incubator, which serves the needs 
of vulnerable, low-income elderly 
patients in need of tax and estate 
planning services. The Royse 
Law Firm provides resources, 
mentoring, and legal support to 
incubator attorneys to develop 
their own practices.
Kristen L. Head (JD 14) has 
joined The Law Offices of Steven 
A. Dinneen as an associate 
attorney. The firm is located 
in San Jose, California and 
represents clients in adoptions, 
divorces, and custody disputes.
Brent R. Kling (JD 14) has been 
hired as the new Deputy District 
Attorney for Humboldt County 
District Attorney’s Office. He 
will be handling a misdemeanor 
caseload.
Kristina O. Maalouf (JD 14) is an 
attorney with the San Francisco 
office of the Miller Law Group, 
a firm devoted to representing 
business in all aspects of 
California employment law and 
related litigation.
Aseil H. Mohmoud (JD 14) is 
the Deputy Attorney General for 
California DOJ’s Correctional 
Law Section.
Steven J. Rosendin (JD 14) is an 
associate attorney in the Novato, 
California office of Grancell 
Stander Reubens Thomas and 
Kinsey APC.
Mahira Siddiqui (JD 14) is the 
staff attorney in the Mental 
Health Advocacy Project and the 
Health Legal Services unit at the 
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley.
Zoe R. Tellman (JD 14) is an 
associate with Dickson Geesman, 
an employment law firm in 
Oakland, California.
To submit a class note  
or a story, please visit:  
https://goo.gl/nE0KV2  
or email: echristensen@ggu.edu
2012
Jennie L. Culjat (JD 12) is now 
working at the California Division 
of Labor Standards Enforcement.
Tanya M. Falleiro (JD 12) 
appeared on the television show 
Bay Area Check Please on April 
10. Falleiro practices law in the 
East Bay. 
Kristi L. Fox (JD 12) is an 
attorney with the Law Offices 
of Richard R. Fox, a law firm in 
New Albany, Indiana specializing 
in family law, personal injury, and 
worker’s compensation matters. 
Kevin A. Ganser (JD 12) 
was hired as an Associate for 
Nearhood Law Offices, PLC in 
Scottsdale, Arizona. Ganser’s 
areas of practice include Estate 
Planning, Probate & Estate 
Administration, Tax Law Trusts, 
and Wills.
Melosa A. Granda (JD 12) is 
a Neighborhood Law Corps 
attorney with the Oakland 
City Attorney’s Office. The 
Neighborhood Law Corps is a 
team of lawyers that goes into 
Oakland’s communities and 
tackles quality of life issues 
affecting underrepresented 
people. The Corps’ attorneys 
perform policy and litigation 
work and build partnerships for 
collaborative solutions.
Laura E. Horton (JD 12) won a 
Toyota TogetherGreen Fellowship 
to conduct community projects 
and engage diverse audiences 
in habitat, water or energy 
conservation. Horton is a staff 
attorney at the Wild Equity 
Institute in San Francisco. 
Harmony J. Kessler (JD 12) 
is an associate attorney with 
Porter Scott, a litigation firm in 
Sacramento. Kessler represents 
public entities in employment  
law matters.
Sumy Kim (JD 12) is an associate 
attorney with Peretz & Associates, 
a plaintiff-side law firm based in 
San Francisco. 
Kristina C. Lee (JD 12) is an 
associate attorney with De Ita 
& Lowe, LLP in San Mateo, 
California. The firm handles 
family law, personal injury, 
workers’ compensation and 
immigration matters.
Conor B. Leonard (JD 12) and 
wife welcomed Louise Caroline 
Leonard on December 9, 2013.
Alston L. Lew (JD 12) is an 
associate attorney with America 
Mortgage Law Group in Novato, CA.
Pamela Lujan (JD 12) is an 
associate attorney in the corporate 
group of Ropers, Majeski, Kohn 
& Bentley PC. She works in the 
firm’s Redwood City, California 
office.
Michael L. McDougall (JD 12) is 
an associate attorney with Seeley 
& Madigan LLP, a family law 
firm in San Mateo, California. 
Tilahun Mishago (SJD 12) 
published The Legal Challenges 
of Global Cyberspace: Why 
National Regulations Failed 
to Protect Digital Assets on 
Cyberspace. 
Ember J. Oparowski (JD 12) is 
an associate attorney in Koeller 
Nebeker Carlson Haluck LLP’s 
Sacramento, California office, 
focusing on complex civil litigation.
Neha Sareen (JD 12) published an 
article in The Bar Association of San 
Francisco’s San Francisco Attorney.
Samantha W. Shaw (JD 12) 
opened the Rubicon Law 
Group in Jacksonville, Florida. 
The firm focuses on estate 
planning, business planning and 
development, and family law.
Katherine L. Smith (JD 12) is the 
first recipient of the Levy Vinick 
Burrell Hyams LLP law fellowship 
in Oakland. 
Benedict Y. Song (JD 12) has joined 
Evans Law Firm, PC in O’Fallon, 
Illinois as an attorney specializing 
in civil litigation, personal injury, 
and property matters.
2013
Emily E. Anselmo (JD 13) is an 
attorney in the San Francisco 
office of Walsworth Franklin 
Bevins & McCall LLP, a 
California-based litigation and 
transactional firm.
Rachel Brockl (JD 13) is a Deputy 
District Attorney for the Napa 
County District Attorney’s Office.
Alexander Cheung (JD 13) is a 
Legal Research Attorney at the 
San Francisco Superior Court.
Elizabeth A. Combs (JD 13) is 
an associate attorney in the San 
Francisco office of Lewis Brisbois 
Bisgaard & Smith LLP where she 
defends workers compensation 
matters. 
Richard Gail Hullinger (JD 13) 
is an associate attorney with the 
Law Offices of Garrick S. Lew in 
San Francisco, handling criminal 
defense matters in state and 
federal court. 
(continued)
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2015 Commencement
T
he class of 2015 was honored to have the 
Honorable Jon Streeter (pictured left), 
Associate Justice of the California Court 
of Appeal, as its commencement speaker. 
Justice Streeter, formerly a partner at Keker & Van 
Nest, spoke about the importance of diversity and 
the need for ethics and professionalism in the 
legal profession.
“Law school gives you the tools of analysis 
and the ability to communicate that is powerful 
in any field of endeavor you choose to embark 
upon,” said Justice Streeter. “Your class will be 
better ready to practice law than my generation 
thanks to the practical skills training you receive 
at GGU Law.” Touching on the diversity of the 
graduating class, Justice Streeter told the graduates 
that, “[Because] 55% of you are women, and 
more than 60% of you identify as a members of 
an ethnic minority, you are not only more ready 
Compass Photographers
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to make the transition into the real-world 
practice of law, […] but you reflect the 
actual world you are about to practice. And 
I say to you, that it is your diversity, in and 
of itself, that will be essential to the impact 
that you make on your world. 
We must always, as lawyers, be 
concerned with fairness, justice, and 
morality in every day practice. There is 
an easy cynicism among many lawyers 
today; one that holds that these are empty 
platitudes. I do not believe that for a 
minute. In fighting that brand of cynicism, 
we must recognize that part of the problem 
comes from law school curriculum where 
students too easily gain the impression, 
starting with the standardized tests that 
largely govern admission, that wit, sharp 
responses, and dazzling performance 
and cleverness are more important than 
the personal moral values that lawyers 
must possess and the profession must 
espouse. The vast majority of you came to 
this point in your careers from points of 
achievement where you learned the value of 
discipline and hard work. You have had the 
opportunity to see the difference between 
those who cut ethical corners and those 
who hold to a higher standard of integrity. 
That life experience gives you an advantage 
in the law, for more than anything else you 
understand that nothing is more important 
than your integrity. In a sense, this is what 
law is about: dedication to principal and the 
ability to follow what the law instructs.”
Also at GGU Law’s commencement ceremony 
was Karen L. Hawkins (JD 79), former Director 
of the Internal Revenue Service’s Office of 
Professional Responsibility. While working for 
the IRS, Karen was responsible for oversight 
of all professionals practicing before the IRS, 
including all agents, appraisers, actuaries, 
certified public accountants and attorneys. 
Karen was recognized for her contributions to 
the national tax community with an honorary 
doctorate of laws. 
Watch the commencement ceremony, 
and other videos, at www.youtube.com/
goldengatelaw.
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In Memoriam
J. Lani Bader • 1932-2014
Dean Emeritus Jack Lani Bader (Lani) passed away on October 1, 2014 
after battling an extended illness. His family was at his side at the time. He 
is survived by his wife, Lorraine Rorke Bader, JD 1975, his daughter Linden 
Bader Reese, his son Tony Bader, and his grandson, Rorke Bader.
Lani grew up in Honolulu, Hawaii where he attended college at Panhou 
School and the University of Hawaii. He later earned his law degree from the 
University of Chicago in 1960 and immediately began work as an associate 
at Shearman and Stering in New York. Two years later, Lani relocated to 
San Francisco to practice law with Pillsbury, Madison, and Sutro. It was in 
the late 1960s that Lani began teaching at Golden Gate University School 
of Law, heralding a time of significant growth. He served as dean of the law 
school from 1968-1973, where his efforts led to increased enrollment and 
procurement of full ABA accreditation. Lani continued to teach at GGU Law 
while maintaining an active arbitration practice until his retirement in 2006.
Lani is remembered by his friends and his peers for his dedication to 
GGU Law along with his sense of justice and integrity.
 
Judy McKelvey • 1935-2014
Judy McKelvey passed away on Sunday, August 10, 2014. Judy grew up in 
Wauwarosa, Wisconsin, a suburb of Milwaukee. Judy studied Philosophy at 
the University of Wisconsin and subsequently graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin School Of Law in 1959. A newly minted attorney, Judy moved to 
Washington DC to work for the FCC for several years.
Judy moved to San Francisco in 1968 where she began teaching at Golden 
Gate University School of Law while she studied for the California Bar exam. 
Lani Bader, who was the dean of GGU Law at the time, described Judy as 
energetic, humorous and beloved by her students and her peers alike. Judy’s 
former students fondly remember her classes as the most stimulating in their 
careers. In 1973, took the helm at GGU Law, becoming the second woman in  
the United States’ history to become dean of an ABA-accredited law school.  
During her tenure, Judy heralded a mass movement of women into legal 
practice, with GGU Law being among the first law schools in the country to 
actively recruit female candidates. The school thrived under her care and open-
mindedness. Drucilla Ramey, former executive director of the Bar Association 
of San Francisco and former executive director of the National Association of 
Women Judges once remarked that, “No one did more to advance women, either 
in legal education or in the practice of law, than Judy McKelvey. She was one of 
the founders and one of the first presidents of the California Women Lawyers’ 
Association. Judy had a sophisticated political savvy and a decisiveness about where 
we should be going that advanced all of us.” Judy retired from GGU Law in 1981. 
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 Alumni Events
 
January 29, 2016   6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
The 7th Annual Chief Justice Ronald M. George 
Distinguished Lecture Series
An in conversation style lecture with Honorable 
M. Margaret McKeown, a federal judge on the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit. The event will be held at the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit  
in San Francisco.
January 30, 2016   8:30 a.m. – 5:10 p.m.
Beat the Clock MCLE Event
Reunite with former classmates and professors  
at GGU Law for a networking lunch while 
catching up on your MCLE credits before the 
February 1, 2016 deadline for compliance  
group 1 (last names A-G). All sessions will be 
held at 536 Mission Street on the second floor. 
This year’s program is dedicated to Tova Zeff 
(’85), who recently passed, in honor of her 
commitment to the program.
April 8, 2016   9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
The 26th Annual Fulbright Symposium  
on International Legal Problems
Charting the new frontiers of international of 
law, GGU Law invites scholars, practitioners, 
policymakers, and students of international law 
to reflect upon these shifting frontiers in the world 
and in law, to devise new modes of thinking, and 
to address the questions they present.
April 2016   
Retirement of Dean Emeritus and Professor  
Peter Keane
Join us as we celebrate the career and the 
contributions of Dean Emeritus and Professor 
Peter Keane, who will retire in May, 2016.  
More details will arrive by email.
Niall David Photography
@GGULaw
goo.gl/3waeSB
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